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INSIDE TODAY

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Bartow County Elections Supervisor Joseph
Kirk said he anticipates a new statewide
voting system in place by the time the 2020
election cycle begins.

Elections supervisor Joseph Kirk
anticipates voter system changes

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

By the time the 2020 presidential elec-
tion arrives, Bartow County Elections
Supervisor Joseph Kirk said it’s practi-
cally a guarantee that Bartow — and the
rest of the state — will have a new voting
system in place. 

But as to what that system may resem-
ble, Kirk said it’s too early to tell.

“That’s the big question right now,” he
said. “Without knowing what’s coming
down, I can’t say what it’s going to look
like. But going into the 2020 presidential
election, we’ll have a different procedure
in place, with a different system in place

and there will be a big push for public ed-
ucation towards the end of 2019 and the
beginning of 2020.”

Barring any special elections — i.e.,
the kinds that arise from politicians retir-
ing, resigning or being removed from of-
fice — 2019 is largely an “off-year” for
Georgia. But Kirk believes that by the
time 2020’s high stakes elections kick
into gear, how Georgian voters’ ballots
— regardless of their counties — are
counted will be different.

“I think everyone can agree whether
it’s an election administrator or a security
expert or just the average voter that we
need a paper backup for every vote cast,”
he said. “That’s for both security as well

as just administration to make sure that
we can log the votes and everyone’s voice
is being heard the way they intended.”

While Kirk said he believes a hand-
counted paper ballot system is off the
table, a digitally-scanned paper ballot
system could be adopted statewide. 

“That’s what the activists are fighting
for right now, is for a hand-marked paper
ballot system as opposed to hand-
counted, where a digital scanner will
scan the ballots and then we have a piece
of paper to go back and audit as per law
or as the need arises,” he said. “The en-
tire state will be helping with that
process, trying to select the next thing out
there and get it put in place, whatever’s

best for the state of Georgia and get it im-
plemented locally.”

While Kirk said he doesn’t expect to
see any major changes to the state’s pro-
visional voting protocols, he does believe
changes could be coming to absentee
voting procedures.

“There’s been some talk of changing
the format of that envelope,” he said.
“One, to make it easier for the voter to
fill out, and the other, to help protect the
voter’s privacy.”

As for voting hardware upgrades, such
as new touch screens, Kirk said that’s up
to state legislators to determine. 

2020 VISION

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE 7A

Owls take center stage at Pettit
Preserve’s Jan. 12 program

BY MARIE NESMITH
marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

The mysterious nature of owls will take
flight during Pettit Environmental Preserve’s
first Explore Nature Saturday offering in
2019. Starting at 10 a.m., the Amazing Owls
Program & Hike will be presented Jan. 12.

“Owls are such fascinating animals because
as raptors, they are so different from song-
birds that most people are familiar with,” said
Marina Robertson, executive director for the
Pettit Preserve. “Owls, being largely noctur-
nal, add to the mystery since we don’t see
them very often.

“There are myths about owls, such as that
they can turn their heads in a complete circle,
which we like to debunk, but the facts of how
they are adapted to hunt in the dark are inter-
esting enough. We always get a very positive
response when we do programs about owls or
raptors because peo-
ple are curious about
these powerful
birds.” 

Free to preserve
members, the Jan. 12
event will cost $3 per
person, with a maxi-
mum $10 fee for
each family. Ongo-
ing through 5 p.m.,
the offering also will
feature self-led
hikes, and a craft and
educational materials
for youth ages 3 to
11.

“We have several
mounted owls and
owl artifacts for peo-
ple to see, and we’ll
be talking about their
special adaptations
that make them so
successful at hunting at night— vision, hear-
ing and silent flight,” Robertson said. “While
most owls don’t have to worry about being
hunted by other animals, they are vulnerable.
When owls … swoop down to catch rodents
attracted by roadside trash, they are often hit
by cars.

“In increasing numbers, they are also poi-
soned by people who put out rat poison for ro-
dents, a poison that is now many times more
lethal that it was a generation ago. We hope
visitors will appreciate how special owls are
and consider how they can make our area
safer for owls.”

Situated off Ga. Highway 61 on the Bar-
tow/Paulding county line, the preserve was
formed as a private, nonprofit corporation —
The Margaret and Luke Pettit Environmental
Preserve Inc. — in 1999 when the late Gay
Pettit Dellinger and her children initially do-
nated 60 acres of property.

According to pettitpreserve.org, the venue
strives to provide  a nature preserve for envi-
ronmental studies; an opportunity for children
to experience the joy of nature; a safe haven
for native species; a research area of educa-
tional and scientific value; and an outdoor
teaching laboratory.

“The Pettit Preserve offers quarterly pro-
grams, monthly hikes, children/youth camps
and school field trips and is available as a
venue for business and family events.”

Open to the general public during sched-
uled programs, the 70-acre venue consists of
various trails developed by Switchbacks Trail
Design & Construction, a 9-acre lake, three
amphitheaters, self-contained composting toi-
lets, two aquatic stations and a Learning Shed.
More than 20,000 patrons have visited the
preserve or received outreach through its pro-
grams since the site opened in 2006.

“The preserve’s mission is to not only pro-
tect the land we
have, but to broaden
people’s understand-
ing of the natural
world and our rela-
tionship to it,”
Robertson said. “Our
education programs
for school children,
Scout groups, sum-
mer day campers and
members of the pub-
lic throughout the
year give us a won-
derful opportunity to
provide the knowl-
edge to help people
make the best possi-
ble decisions for the
environment and
their health. Plus the
preserve is a beauti-
ful place to visit and
enjoy getting away

from it all.
“Unsurprisingly, our most popular program

of 2018 was about bats, with guest Vickie
Benham Smith of A-Z Animals. We are al-
ways pleasantly surprised with winter atten-
dance as folks are willing to get out in even
cold weather as long as it doesn’t rain. There
is much to see and enjoy even in the dead of
winter and people seem to realize this — or
have cabin fever and want to get out. We also
greatly increased our offsite outreach in 2018,
with display booths and activities at more
schools, Scout events and public events than
ever before. We did a presentation at the
Swift-Cantrell Campout in Kennesaw this fall
and have had a booth at the Great Lake Alla-
toona Cleanup for several years to let people
know we are a nature education resource for
them in Bartow County.” RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS

Proving that Hurricanes come in all sizes (and strengths), 8-month-old Rowan Brittian was on hand at a
recent Cartersville High School basketball game to cheer on the Canes.

CATEGORY 1

Adairsville Elementary
School awarded an

additional pre-K class

BY DONNAHARRIS
donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

A number of families in
Adairsville received an early
Christmas gift last week. 

Bright from the Start: Georgia
Department of Early Care and

Learning awarded Adairsville Ele-
mentary School an additional pre-
K class, which means 22 students
who were added to a wait list fol-
lowing the  lottery drawing in
March now have the opportunity to
learn at AES beginning Jan. 8.

“Our pre-K program prepares

children for kindergarten, offering
them a solid introduction and foun-
dation to the fundamentals,” Prin-
cipal Melissa Zarefoss said. “Our
kindergarten enrollment is between
90 and 110 on average, and this ad-
ditional class means 66 students
will have had exposure to early-

learning standards in language and
literacy, social emotional skills and
general cognitive knowledge.”

Within the past year, the Bartow
County School System applied for
this extra pre-K class twice and was

SEE PRE-K, PAGE 7A

DON RYAN/AP
The mysterious nature of owls will take
flight during Pettit Environmental Preserve’s
first Explore Nature Saturday offering in
2019. Starting at 10 a.m., the Amazing Owls
Program & Hike will be presented Jan. 12.

SEE OWLS, PAGE 7A



Florence D.
Berrong

Mrs. Florence D. Berrong, 84, of
Cartersville, GA, passed away
peacefully in her daughter’s home
on Saturday, December 22, 2018.
Mrs. Berrong was born to the late
Mr. Ed Davenport and Mrs. Bonnie
Miller Davenport in Blue Ridge,
GA, on September 30, 1934.

Mrs. Berrong worked for over 37
years at Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Company from which she retired.
She was a loving and devoted wife
and mother. She loved NASCAR,
cooking and sitting on her porch
fellowshipping with her neighbors.

She is preceded in death by her
parents. She is survived by her hus-
band, Charles William Berrong,
only daughter, Shirley “Diane”
Lecik and her son-in-law, Don
Lecik, grandchildren; T.J. Beck,
Tracy McClure and Shannon
Lecik, Great grandchildren; Alex,
Cortney and Gabby.  Many other
family members also survive to
cherish Florence’s memory.

A Celebration of Life Service will
be conducted for Mrs. Berrong in
the Owen Funeral Home Chapel
Saturday, December 29, 2018 at two
o’clock in the afternoon with the
Rev. Chris Blackwell officiating.
Serving as pallbearers will be: Don
Lecik, Ben LaRue, Stevie Martin,
Jerome Cruz and Jonethan Cruz.
Serving as an honorary pallbearer
will be Bobby Marshall. Interment
will follow the service at Eastview
Cemetery, Adairsville, GA.

The family will receive friends at
Owen Funeral Home Friday, De-
cember 28, 2018, from four o’clcok
in the afternoon until nine.

Please Visit www.owenfuner-
als.com to leave online condo-
lences for the family.

Memorial donations may be
made to Etowah Valley Humane
Society in memory of Florence.

Owen Funeral Home, 12 Collins
Drive, Cartersville, GA, is honored
to care for the Berrong Family in
this difficult time.

Myrtice L. Green
Myrtice L. Green, age 91, passed

away on Wednesday, December 26,
2018.

Mrs. Green was born on Septem-
ber 1, 1927, daughter of the late H.W.
Waits and Laura Mae Benson Waits.

Mrs. Green was a true and faith-
ful servant of the Lord and a proud
member of Floyd Creek Baptist
Church.  She enjoyed tending to
her flower gardens, sewing, cook-
ing and playing with her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death by her
loving husband
of 65 years,
Elmer Lee
Green; son, Ron-
nie Green; broth-
ers, Ira Waits, Ivy
Waits, Lamar
Waits, William
“Shorty” Waits
and Junior Waits;
sisters, Dorothy
Maxwell, Mattie
Lou Earwood, Pauline Hames and
Mazell Waits.

Survivors include his daughter,
Teresa (Mike) Teems; grandchil-
dren, Bridget Green, Christopher
(Melissa) Strange, Jason (Jennifer)
Strange, Ashley (Anthony Dupree)
Teems; fourteen great-grandchil-
dren; a host of nieces and nephews;
daughter-in-law, Brenda Green.

A Celebration of Life Service
will be conducted at two o’clock in
the afternoon on Sunday, Decem-
ber 30, 2018, in the chapel of Owen
Funeral Home with Rev. Roger
Fisher and Rev. Tommy Harris of-
ficiating.  Interment will immedi-
ately follow in Floyd Creek Baptist
Church Cemetery.

Friends are cordially invited to a
visitation with the family for two
hours prior to service time at Owen
Funeral Home.

Please visit
www.owenfunerals.com to post trib-
utes and sign the on-line register.

Owen Funeral Home, 12 Collins
Dr., Cartersville, GA 30120 has
charge of the arrangements.

John Welton
Holcomb

Mr. John Welton Holcomb, age
80, of Old Highway 41,
Adairsville, passed away Wednes-
day, December 26, 2018.

He was born in Kingston, GA,
March 14, 1938, son of the late Are-
lige Milton Holcomb and Birtie Mae
Wilkey Holcomb. Mr. Holcomb was
of the Baptist faith.   He was owner
operator of J & S Trucking for 40

years. Family meant everything to
him, especially his grandchildren. In
his free time you would find him
somewhere doing something with
hot-rod cars. He loved everything
about them,  rebuild them, race
them, and show them. He enjoyed a
good western with John Wayne, lis-
tening to Elvis, and doing a little
fishing. Mr. Holcomb was preceded
in death by his parents; son, Michael
Holcomb; grandson, Joshua Evans;
brother, Roy Holcomb; and sister,
Helen Gruber.

Survivors include his loving wife
of 40 years, Susan Holcomb; chil-
dren, Debbie (Wayne) Brady,
Ricky Holcomb, Lisa Kelly, Kim
Rice, and Jerrie Sue Thomas;
grandchildren, Adam Evans, Bran-
son Brady, Danielle Davis, John
Kelley, Ricky Windsor, Steven
Kelley, Karlie Rice, Adrienne Rice,
and Jessica (Michael) Herbermann;
brothers, Charles Holcomb and
Jerry Holcomb; sister, Ruther Tru-
man; serval great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be held Sun-
day, December 30, 2018, at 3:00 PM
from Pleasant Valley Baptist
Church, Adairsville, with Reverends
Brent Tatum and C.E. Wilkey offi-
ciating. The body will lie in state at
the church from 2:00 PM until 3:00
PM Interment will follow in the
Eastview Cemetery, Adairsville.
Pallbearers include Branson Brady,
Steven Kelley, Ricky Windsor,
Steven McBurnett, Clint Holcomb,

and Beau Holcomb.
The family will receive friends

Saturday from 6:00 PM until 8:00
PM at Barton Funeral Home. 

Sign the guestbook and leave on-
line condolences at  www.Barton-
FuneralHome.net.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral
Home, Adairsville, is in charge of
funeral arrangements for Mr. John
Welton Holcomb.

Charles Autrell
West

Charles Autrell, “C.A.,” West,
age 86, died on Wednesday, De-
cember 26, 2018, at the home of his
daughter, Gayle Edwards, in
Adairsville, Georgia. From his
birth in Calhoun, Georgia, on De-
cember 10, 1932, to his death on
Wednesday he nourished people
around him with love, laughter and
music. He was born on a farm near
Folsom to Henry Hamilton and
Lula Estelle (Mealer) West and was
the 6th child of ten born to them.
By the age of four, he had taught
himself to play the piano on an old
organ he found in the woods. By
the age of 12, he was playing the
piano for churches around
Adairsville and Calhoun, and
Lafayette, Alabama. He continued
playing the piano for 82 years and
also gave piano lessons. 

He served in the Air Force dur-
ing the Korean War. C.A. met his
sweetheart, Thomasine Allen, at a

church singing where he was a
member of the quartet. C.A. and
Tommie married on September 19,
1953, in Gordon County. During
his service in the Air Force, they
lived in Topeka, Kansas, finally set-
tling in Adairsville, Georgia, fol-
lowing his honorable discharge.
His hobbies were exhibiting Ten-
nessee Walking Horses and rabbit
hunting with his beagles. 

Left to honor C.A. and remember
his love are C.A. and Tommie’s
three children, Gayle Edwards,
Debra Watson, and Jeff West; seven
grandchildren Amy (Jamie) Pass,
Stephanie (Charles) Graves, Ashely
(Brandy) Black, Lauren (Brett)
Stephens, Justin (Sydney) West,
Meagan West and Brittany (Coy)
Ricker; seven great-grandchildren
Trey Green, Cameron Boswell,
Olivia West, Thomas Graves, Jack-
son Graves, Barrett Stephens and
Emma Catherine Graves; siblings,
Frances Christian, Henry West, Jr.,
Billy H. West, Pat Bradford and Sue
Gentry; sisters-in-law Avie (Larry)
Phillips, Edna Rankin, Helen Jar-
rell, Judy Brooks ; brothers-in-law
James Allen and Robert (Teresa)
Allen; a special niece Amanda
Phillips; a special nephew, Stacey
(Stephanie) Bradford; and many
nieces and nephews. 

C.A. was preceded in death by
his parents, son Allen, brothers
Ralph and Max West, sister Ruby
Bennett and sons-in-law Douglas
Watson and Barry Edwards. C.A.

will be remembered as a bright,
shining light among his family. 

Funeral services will be held on
Sunday, December 30, 2018, at
2:00 PM from the chapel of Bar-
ton’s Funeral Home in Adairsville,
Georgia, with Reverend Larry Hi-
bberts and Chaplain Jason Jordan
officiating. Burial will follow at
Eastview Cemetery following the
service. Pallbearers will be:
William Smith, Trey Green,
Cameron Boswell, Ashley Black,
Jamie Pass, Jon Rankin, Jimmy
Bradford and Barry Bradford. Hon-
orary Pallbearers are: Billy Smith,
Jimbo Brown, Rev. Ken Tankersly,
and Rev. Bobby Duck. The family
will greet friends from 12:00 PM
until 2:00 PM on Sunday at Bar-
ton’s. The West family would like
to extend our gratitude to all the
staff at the Compassus Hospice
Care of Calhoun and special
friends Billy Smith, Tammy Huf-
stetler, Susan Malone Beecham,
and Carolyn Carney for their atten-
tiveness and loving care. 

Sign the guestbook and leave on-
line condolences at  www.Barton-
FuneralHome.net.
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4 N. Tennessee St. • 770-382-7321

Monday: Large Mexican Salad $550

(Shell $100 More)

Tuesday: Taco $100 (Soft or Hard)

Wednesday: Whole Potato Pancho $500

Thursday: Reg. Mexicali $500

Friday: Med. Meat Nachos $500

5pm to 9pm 75¢ Wings

Saturday: 75¢ Wings or
10 Wings, FF & Med. Drink $1099 

* Sour cream and black olives 50¢ extra

Monday - Saturday 10:30am - 9:00pm

Join Us For Daily Specials
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used. All are subject to editing.

Send letters to 251 S. Ten-

nessee St., Cartersville, GA
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news@daily-tribune.com.

Editor’s Note:

Opinions expressed by colum-

nists for The Daily Tribune
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nist alone and do not reflect the
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Miss Your Paper?
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Christine Patricia
Thornton

Mrs. Christine Patricia Thornton,
80, of Kingston, died on Wednes-
day, December 26, 2018, at Floyd
Medical Center. Born on August
28, 1938, in Alabama, she is the
daughter of the late Palmer
Kitchens and the late Daisy Mae
Richardson Kitchens. She was also
preceded in death by her daughter,
Brenda Ann “Tina” White. 

Mrs. Thornton was a member of
Cartersville First Baptist Church
and loved gospel music. She was a
homemaker who enjoyed cooking
and sewing. She was also a talented
decorator. Mrs. Thornton will be
remembered for being a great lis-
tener and for her special gift of hos-
pitality. 

Survivors include her husband of
sixty-two years, Gus Thornton of
Kinston; her sons, Christopher
Gordon Thornton of Montevallo,
Alabama; Ralph David Thornton
(Lori Ann) of Kingston, and
Nathan Paul Thornton (Anabel
Vivas) of Kingston; twelve grand-
children; twelve great-grandchil-
dren; and her sister, Lana McNair
of Point Clear, Alabama.  

Funeral services will be held at
2:00 p.m. on Saturday, December
29, 2018, in the chapel of Parnick
Jennings Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services with Reverend
Keith Dempsey officiating. The
family will receive friends from
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. on Saturday.
Interment will follow in Georgia
National Cemetery in Canton at
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January
2, 2019. 

Parnick Jennings Funeral Home
and Cremation Services is honored
to serve the family of Mrs. Chris-
tine Patricia Thornton. Please visit
www.parnickjenningsfuneral.com
to share memories or leave a con-
dolence message.

Lawrence Largent
Lawrence "Larry" Largent,

PhD., age 78, passed away on
Thursday, December 27, 2018.

Larry was born on June 6, 1940
in Mauldin, Missouri.

Larry graduated from Ball State
University with a PhD. in Psychol-
ogy. He proudly
served his coun-
try as a Captain
in the United
States Air Force,
serving during
Vietnam and
earning the
Bronze Star. In
his spare time,
he enjoyed his
stamp collection,
reading books and was very inter-
ested in UFOs.  He watched An-
cient Aliens religiously on
television. He loved his country
and his family with all his being. 

Larry is preceded in death by his
father, Carl Largent, and his
mother, Ruby Roberson Largent.

Survivors include his loving wife
of fifty-three years, Caroline

Largent; daughters, Brenda Kay
(David) Pavlovitch, Michelle
(Todd) Cook; grandchildren, Alee
Turner, Rachel Cook and Ethan
Cook; four great-grandchildren,
Benjamin, Lawrence, Pixie and
August; sisters, Rebecca Kelly,
Mary Hancock and Sue Hollifield;
several nieces and nephews. 

Friends are cordially invited to a
visitation with the family from four
o'clock in the afternoon until seven
on Saturday, December 29, 2018,
at Owen Funeral Home.

Interment will be held at a later
date at the GA National Cemetery
with military honors.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made in Larry's
honor to the Wounded Warrior
Project at www.woundedwarrior-
project.org.

Please visit
www.owenfunerals.com to post
tributes and sign the on-line regis-
ter. 

Owen Funeral Home, 12 Collins
Dr., Cartersville, GA 30120 has
charge of the arrangements.

Charles Wayne
Shields Jr.

Mr. Charles "Chuck" Wayne
Shields Jr., 58, of Cartersville, GA,
passed away Thursday, December
20, 2018, peacefully in his home
surrounded by his loving family.
Chuck was born to the late Mrs.
Dorothy C.  Austin Shields-Perdue
and Mr. Charles Wayne Shields Sr.
in Gadsden, AL, on August 28,
1960.

Chuck proudly served his coun-
try in the United States Army. His
overseas assignment was in Ger-
many, where he grew very fond of
everyone he
came into con-
tact with and
spoke often of
the days he was
there.  During
his military serv-
ice he was as-
signed to the
motor pool
working as a
four wheeled ve-
hicle mechanic.  This expanded his
mechanical skills which came in
very handy over the years as he
used those skills to repair many dif-
ferent types of vehicle and equip-
ment, from lawn mowers to
semi-tractor/trailers, and all in be-
tween.  He loved the outdoors,
camping, hunting, and fishing, but
he most of all loved his family and
friends.  Chuck loved to make oth-
ers laugh and was known to show
his affection by picking at anyone
he met.  If he wasn’t picking at
someone it was a sure sign that
something wasn’t right.  Chuck
loved and adored his grandchildren
who all called him “Paw-Paw”.
His nieces and nephews brought a
great deal of joy to his life and he
cherished each and every one of
them.  He will be profoundly
missed by all who knew and loved
him.

Chuck was an OTR truck driver
by trade.  His outstanding vehicle
mechanical skills were a valuable
asset to his multiple millions of
safely driven miles throughout his
driving career.  He began his career
at Southwest Motor Freight, where
he and his father, “Pop”, drove as a
team. They later started their own
company in 1987 in Cartersville,
GA, Shields and Son Inc.  Later in
his career he drove as an owner-op-
erator.  High Lonesome hauled his
last load in mid-August, 2004,
doing so for his brother Tim
Shields, owner of Faultless Tank
Line Inc.

Chuck is preceded in death by
his parents, grandparents, mothers
by love and law Stella F. Clark, and
Jean L. Shields, grandchild, Dakota
Avery Shields, sisters, Becky All-
dredge, and Susan L. Jensen.
Brother by love and law Max L
Houston Sr.  Several other very
special aunts, uncles, and many
other extended family members
also precede him.  

He is survived by his wife of 32
years, Shelly L. Shields; sons &
daughters, Curtis (Brook) Shields,
Cody (Natalie) Bender; grandchil-
dren Julian, Nathaniel, and Anna-
Belle Shields, Grace and Ethan
Bender; mother by love and law
Joyce Shields; sisters, Teresa (Bill)
Melton, Audrey Houston, and Dale
R Rumph; brothers Keith (Barbara)
Shields, Tim (Lori) Shields, and
Gary (Joanie) Clark; nieces Elisha
(Eddie) Price, Khristel Alldredge,
Amanda Smith, Amanda (Jason)
Collins, Teresa Shepherd, Trinity
West, Charity Weber, Shawnary
(Brian) Jackson, Triston Smuin,
Edna (Jeremy) Prophater, Jessica
Rook, Cynthia “Cindi” Worley,
Heather Rumph and Rosalee
Strubbe; nephews Brian, Nick and
Lance Shields, Zach Cockrell, Jere-
omy Smith, J.R. Snyder, Ryan
Fithian, Max (Robyn) Houston Jr.,
Jeff (Paula) Houston, Bear Herbert
and Dale A Rumph.  Many other
extended family members and a
truck load of special “family-
friends” also survive to cherish
Chuck’s memory.

The family would also like to
mention ExtraOrdinarily Special
People Instrumental in Chuck’s
early life:  Aunts and Uncles, (and
their children), Carole Ann and
(Jim) Forshe, Janice and (Bobby
“Don”) White, Cleatha Fly (Joel)
Osterbrink, and Karen (Phillip)
Avery.  

A Celebration of Chuck’s life
will be conducted in the Owen Fu-
neral Home Chapel on Saturday
December 29, 2018, at twelve o’-
clock noon officiated by Rev. Chas
Childers.  Serving as Pallbearers
will be Cody Bender, Bobby “Don”
White, Curtis, Keith, Tim, Nick,
Lance, Julian, Nathaniel, and Lee-
land Shields, Eddie Price, Ryan
Fithian, Timothy J Rook Sr., and
Dale A Rumph.  

The family will receive friends
Saturday, December 29, 2018,
from ten o’clock in the morning
until the service hour.  (Casual at-
tire to formal wear, your choice)

The family would also like to
recognize the staff of Homestead
Hospice for their loving care of
Chuck and Shelly during his last
few days.  Our coordinator, Kathie
Schramm, (which brought every-
thing together in record speed), was
without doubt the lead of a host of
angels brought through our door in
those final days.  

Please visit
www.owenfunerals.com to leave
online condolences for the family.

Owen Funeral Home, 12 Collins
Drive, Cartersville, GA, is honored
to serve the Shields Family in this
difficult time.

Arnold Baker
Mr. Arnold Baker, 81, of

Cartersville, GA, passed away
Wednesday, December 27, 2018.
Arnold was born September 4,
1937 in Cartersville, GA, to the
Late Mr. John D. Baker and Mrs.
Minnie Lou Branton Baker.

Arnold worked for many years
as a real estate broker.  He was the
owner of North Atlanta Charter Re-
alty.  He loved to play golf and in
his later years, he liked dealing
with Mercedes automobiles.  He
will be missed by all those who
knew and loved him.  

He is preceded in death by his
parents.

Arnold is survived by his son,
David (Harriett) Baker; grandsons
Brett and Sean Baker; granddaugh-
ter, Jennifer
(Matt) Morris;
sister, Patricia
(Charles) Waits;
and brother, John
Baker.  Several
great grandchil-
dren also sur-
vive.

A Celebration
of Life Service
will be con-
ducted in the chapel of Owen Fu-
neral Home Monday, December
31, 2018, at two o’clock in the af-
ternoon with the Rev. Nena Jones
officiating.

The family will receive friends at
Owen Funeral Home Monday, De-
cember 31, 2018, from twelve o’-
clock noon until the service hour.

Please visit
www.owenfunerals.com to leave
online condolences for the family.

Owen Funeral Home, 12 Collins
Drive, Cartersville, GA, is honored
to serve the Baker family in this
difficult time.

John David
Blalock

Mr. John David Blalock, age 38,
of Rydal, passed away unexpect-
edly December 20, 2018, at his

residence.
He was born in Marietta, Geor-

gia, December 11, 1980, son of
Dwight Lelton Blalock and LaV-
erne Neidlinger Blalock. John was
a graduate of Model High School.
He had worked as a sergeant for
the Floyd County Sheriffs Depart-
ment for ten years and recently
worked with Kennesaw Trans-
portation in the maintenance de-
partment. A devoted father, his
daughters were the light of his life
and greatest achievement. He was
a history enthusiast, enjoyed all
kinds of music,  and big Florida
State fan. An amazing father, son,
and friend, John will be dearly
missed. He was preceded in death
by his grandmother, Virginia Nei-
dlinger.

Survivors include his daughters,
Ashley and Addison Blalock; par-
ents, Dwight and LaVerne
Blalock; sister, Brandy Blalock;
grandparents, Lelton and Frances
Blalock and Paul Neidlinger, Sr;
several aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Funeral services will be held
Saturday, December 29, 2018, at
2:00 PM from the chapel of Bar-
ton Funeral Home with Rev. Bill
Sinclair, Sheriff Dave Roberson,
Tony Page, and LeAnna Bearden
officiating.  Interment will follow
in the Blalock Family Cemetery.
Pallbearers include David Blalock,
Joey Blalock, Darrell Blalock,
Ryan Bearden, Adam Neidlinger,
and Brett Neidlinger.  Honorary

pallbearers will be Ricky Robin-
son and Bill Sinclair.

The family will receive friends
Friday evening from 6:00 PM
until 8:00 PM at Barton Funeral
Home, Adairsville.

Sign the guestbook and leave
online condolences at  www.Bar-
tonFuneralHome.net

R. Dudley Barton & Son Fu-
neral Home, Adairsville, is in
charge of the funeral arrangements
for Mr. John David Blalock.
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DEAR ABBY: I am 25 and have
been with my boyfriend on and off
for five years. I love him very
much. I often overthink things, and
a constant frustration of mine is that
he makes no romantic gestures at
all. He drowns me in compliments
and shows his love in other ways. 

I always have to take the initia-
tive and suggest he do romantic
things like send me cards or flow-
ers, take me to dinner, etc., but he
only does them when I ask. It does-
n’t feel like enough for me. I worry
that when we get married, over
time I will grow bored or no longer
be attracted to him because he is so
unromantic. Am I just overthink-
ing? What should I do? — RO-

MANTIC ONE IN AUSTIN

DEAR ROMANTIC: From
what you have written it seems that
you may be more in love with the
idea of romantic gestures than you
are with the man you have. Many
women would be thrilled to have
someone who drowns them with

compliments and shows his love in
other ways. If you are truly worried
that you will be bored if you marry
him or — worse — turned off, then
please, turn him loose so he can
find someone who appreciates him
for who he is, and you can meet
someone who will make your
dreams come true. 

DEAR ABBY: My friend who
was suddenly widowed two years
ago continues to insert her late hus-
band into every conversation with
friends and strangers alike. She’s
still depressed, grieving and search-
ing for significance, and she shares
it all in person and online. 

Early on, she had counseling but

no longer feels it necessary. She
claims it helps her to talk about him
constantly. Most of us close to her
avoid the elephant in the room. I
find myself apologizing for her in
group gatherings I take her to. Peo-
ple try to offer sympathy, but are
surprised when they realize he’s
been gone two years. 

I endure with love, but wonder if
this is the best path. Personally, I
want to let him rest in peace. But
that’s hard when he’s always “in
the room.” Advice? — WANTING
TO MOVE FORWARD

DEAR WANTING: Everyone
grieves in their own way and on their
own timetable. However, your friend

may need more support and counsel-
ing than you and others she meets
socially can offer. She has my sym-
pathy, but that deeply grieving
woman needs to hear what you have
written to me. Tell her, as kindly as
possible, that she needs to vent to a
professional so she can get more
help through this difficult period. 

DEAR ABBY: A male family
friend who is gay works at a local
business my wife and I patronize reg-
ularly. We always stop and chat when
he’s there, but he does something that
irritates me. He addresses my wife as
“Sweetie.” My wife thinks I’m being
silly because he’s gay; I say one’s
sexual orientation doesn’t negate

manners and how one man should
address another man’s wife. I’m not
annoyed to the point that I’d confront
the guy, but I promised my wife I’d
ask you your opinion. — BOTH-
ERED IN NEW YORK

DEAR BOTHERED: There is
nothing rude about a family friend
— gay or straight — calling some-
one’s wife “Sweetie.” My opinion
is you should lighten up.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Man without romantic bone in body irks girlfriend
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470-227-8005
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Workers face grim prospect of lengthy shutdown
BY JULIET LINDERMAN
AND LISAMASCARO

Associated Press

Three days, maybe four. That’s
how long Ethan James, 21, says he
can realistically miss work before
he’s struggling.

So as the partial government
shutdown stretched into its sixth
day with no end in sight, James, a
minimum-wage contractor side-
lined from his job as an office
worker at the Interior Department,
was worried. “I live check to
check right now,” he said, and
risks missing his rent or phone
payment. Contractors, unlike most
federal employees, may never get
back pay for being idled. “I’m get-
ting nervous,” he said.

Federal workers and contractors
forced to stay home or work with-
out pay are experiencing mounting
stress from the impasse affecting
hundreds of thousands of them.
For those without a financial cush-
ion, even a few days of lost wages
during the shutdown over Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s border wall
could have dire consequences.

As well, the disruption is start-
ing to pinch citizens who count on
a variety of public services, be-
yond those who’ve been finding
gates closed at national parks. For
example, the government won’t
issue new federal flood insurance
policies or renew expiring ones.

Trump and congressional lead-
ers appear no closer to a resolution
over his demand for $5 billion for
the border wall that could now
push the shutdown into the new
year. The House and Senate
gaveled in for a perfunctory ses-
sion Thursday, but quickly ad-
journed without action. No votes
are expected until next week, and
even that’s not guaranteed. Law-
makers are mostly away for the
holidays and will be given 24-hour
notice to return, with Republican
senators saying they won’t vote
until all parties, including Trump,
agree to a deal.

The president spent part of the
day tweeting about the shutdown,
insisting “this isn’t about the
Wall,” but about Democrats deny-
ing him “a win.”

“Do the Dems realize that most
of the people not getting paid are
Democrats?” he asked in one
tweet, citing no evidence for that
claim. That earned him a repri-
mand from Democratic Sen. Mark
Warner of Virginia, who tweeted:
“Federal employees don’t go to
work wearing red or blue jerseys.
They’re public servants.”

Roughly federal 420,000 work-
ers were deemed essential and are
working unpaid, unable to take
any sick days or vacation. An ad-
ditional 380,000 are staying home
without pay. While furloughed
federal workers have been given
back pay in previous shutdowns,

it’s not guaranteed. The Senate
passed a bill last week to make
sure workers will be paid. The
House will probably follow suit.

The longer the shutdown lasts,
the more government activities
will grind to a halt. It’s already
caused a lapse in money for nine
of 15 Cabinet-level departments
and dozens of agencies, including
the departments of Homeland Se-
curity, Transportation, Interior,
Agriculture, State and Justice.

Many national parks have
closed while some have limited fa-
cilities. The National Flood Insur-
ance Program announced it will no
longer renew or issue policies dur-
ing the shutdown.

“I think it’s obvious that until
the president decides he can sign
something — or something is pre-
sented to him — that we are where

we are,” said Sen. Pat Roberts, R-
Kan., who opened the Senate for
the minutes-long session. “We just
have to get through this.”

House Democrats tried Thurs-
day to offer a measure to re-open
government, but they were
blocked from action by Republi-
cans, who still have majority con-
trol of the chamber until
Democrats take over Jan. 3.

“Unfortunately, 800,000 federal
workers are in a panic because
they don’t know whether they’ll
get paid,” said Rep. Jim McGov-
ern, D-Mass., who tried to offer
the bill. “That may make the pres-
ident feel good but the rest of us
should be terribly bothered by
that, and should work on overtime
to end the shutdown now.”

Government contractors like
James, placed indefinitely on un-

paid leave, don’t get compensated
for lost hours.

James said the contracting com-
pany he works for gave its em-
ployees a choice: take unpaid
leave or dip into paid time-off en-
titlements. But James doesn’t have
any paid time off because he
started the job just four months
ago. His only option is forgoing a
paycheck.

“This is my full-time job, this is
what I was putting my time into
until I can save up to take a few
classes,” said James, who plans to
study education and become a
teacher. “I’m going to have to look
for something else to sustain me.”

Mary Morrow, a components
engineer on contract for NASA, is
in the same predicament. In addi-
tion to caring for a family largely
on her own, she’s got a mortgage.

“I have three teenage boys, it’s
near Christmas time and we just
spent money, there are credit card
bills and normal bills and it’s really
nerve-wracking,” she said. “It’s
scary.”

As federal employees tell their
stories on Twitter under the hash-
tag #Shutdownstories, Trump has
claimed that federal workers are
behind him, saying many have told
him “stay out until you get the
funding for the wall.’” He didn’t
say whom he had heard from, and
he did not explain the incongruity
of also believing that most are De-
mocrats.

Steve Reaves, president of Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency union, said he hasn’t
heard from any employees who
say they support the shutdown.

“They’re all by far worried
about their mortgages,” Reaves
said.

Reaves said the shutdown could
have consequences that stretch be-
yond a temporary suspension of
salary. Many federal government
jobs require a security clearance,
he said, and missed mortgage pay-
ments or deepening debt could
hurt their clearance.

David Dollard, a Federal Bureau
of Prisons employee and chief
steward for the American Federa-
tion of Government Employees
Local 709 union in Colorado, said
at least two agency employees lost
their homes after the 2013 shut-
down suspended their salaries. Bu-
reau of Prisons employees are
considered essential, and must
work without pay. The agency is
already understaffed, Dollard said.
Shutdown conditions make every-
thing worse.

“You start out at $44,000 a year,
there’s not much room for any-
thing else as far saving money for
the next government shutdown, so
it puts staff in a very hard situa-
tion,” he said. “We’ve got single
fathers who have child support, al-
imony. It’s very hard to figure out
what you’re going to do.”

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP
A statue of Benjamin Franklin is seen in an empty corridor outside the Senate at the Capitol in Washington Thursday during a partial
government shutdown.  

King Salman overhauls Cabinet
after killing of Khashoggi 

BYAYA BATRAWY
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman issued a wide-ranging overhaul of top
government posts on Thursday, including naming
a new foreign minister, following international fall-
out from the killing of Saudi writer Jamal
Khashoggi nearly three months ago.

He also ordered a shakeup of the kingdom’s
supreme council that oversees matters related to se-
curity. The council is headed by the king’s son,
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, whose
powers including roles as deputy prime minister
and defense minister, were untouched in the over-
haul.

The changes appear to further consolidate the
crown prince’s grip on power by appointing to key
posts advisers and members of the royal family
seen as close to him.

It may also signal further efforts to show that
changes are being made after the U.S. Senate
passed a resolution saying it believes the crown
prince is to blame for Khashoggi’s grisly murder
inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

As the crown prince struggles to convince many
in Washington and other Western capitals that he
had nothing to do with Khashoggi’s killing, the soft-
spoken Adel al-Jubeir was replaced as foreign min-
ister by Ibrahim al-Assaf, a longtime former finance
minister. Al-Jubeir was appointed to minister of
state for foreign affairs at the Foreign Ministry.

Al-Assaf is well known to international investors,
having led several Saudi delegations to the World
Economic Forum in Davos. He served as finance
minister under King Fahd and King Abdullah.

Al-Assaf sits on the boards of oil-giant Saudi
Aramco and the kingdom’s sovereign wealth fund.
The crown prince oversees both entities. He holds
a Ph.D. in Economics from Colorado State Univer-
sity and a master’s degree from the University of
Denver, according to his biography on Aramco’s
website.

Al-Assaf had been serving as a minister of state
last year when he was reportedly detained at the
Ritz-Carlton hotel in Riyadh along with dozens of
high-ranking officials and princes in an anti-corrup-
tion sweep led by the crown prince. Shortly after,

al-Assaf appeared back at a Cabinet meeting to the
surprise of many.

The government did not name those detained nor
disclose what crimes they were suspected of com-
mitting. The Associated Press could not independ-
ently confirm reports of al-Assaf’s arrest. The
opaque anti-corruption sweep helped Prince Mo-
hammed consolidate power and net the government
more than $13 billion in settlements.

The changes announced Thursday include aides
to the crown prince, including Musaed al-Aiban as
national security adviser — in addition to other po-
sitions he holds — and former media minister
Awwad al-Awwad as adviser to the royal court.
Khalid al-Harbi was named as head of general se-
curity.

Turki al-Sheikh, a confidant of the crown prince,
was removed as head of the Sports Authority and
replaced by Prince Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Faisal.
This means al-Sheikh no longer oversees a cyber-
security and programming body that was led by
Saud al-Qahtani, a close aide to the crown prince
who was fired from his post and sanctioned by the
U.S. Treasury Department for helping to master-
mind the plot that led to Khashoggi’s killing.

Khashoggi wrote critically of the crown prince
in columns for The Washington Post before he was
killed. After denying any knowledge of
Khashoggi’s death for weeks, Saudi authorities
eventually settled on the explanation that he was
killed in an operation masterminded by former ad-
visers to Prince Mohammed. The kingdom denies
the crown prince had any involvement.

Al-Sheikh will now lead the General Entertain-
ment Authority, a body created in recent years to
help organize and promote concerts and other
events that had long been banned in the conserva-
tive country.

Turki Shabbaneh, who has held positions in pri-
vately owned Saudi TV channels, was named min-
ister of media. Hamad al-Sheikh, a royal court
adviser and former college dean who studied in the
U.S., was appointed minister of education.

The king’s eldest son, Prince Sultan bin Salman,
was removed as head of the tourism authority. He
will lead a new national space agency. In 1985, he
became the first Arab and Muslim astronaut to fly
in space.

Russian anti-doping agency head seeks Putin’s
help in getting key laboratory data released

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The head of the Russian Anti-

Doping Agency has asked Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin for help in
getting key doping data released to
World Anti-Doping Agency in-
spectors.

WADA reinstated the suspended
RUSADA in September on the
condition Russian authorities hand
over lab data, which could help
confirm violations uncovered dur-
ing an investigation that revealed a
state-sponsored doping program
designed to win medals at the 2014
Olympics and other major events.

WADA officials said this month
they left Moscow empty-handed

after Russian authorities prevented
them from accessing data. Russian
Sports Minister Pavel Kolobkov,
however, told local media the
WADA team would return.

In an emotionally charged letter
released on Thursday, RUSADA
chief Yuri Ganus appealed to Putin
to reverse the decision and allow
the data to be given to WADA in-
spectors. Ganus warned that re-
fusal to do so would hurt Russia’s
efforts to clean up its sports from
doping.

“We’re standing on the edge of
the abyss, and I’m asking you to
protect the present and the future
of our clean sports, the current and

future generations of athletes,”
Ganus said in the letter.

Ganus did not name the specific
officials who are standing in the
way of the transfer of data but
Russian authorities have unexpect-
edly demanded its equipment be
certified under Russian law.
WADA said it had not been aware
of that demand. The deadline to
turn over the data is Dec. 31.

Russian International Olympic
Committee member Yelena Isin-
bayeva earlier on Thursday said
the situation with the transfer of
data is “close to critical” and called
on the officials to comply with the
WADA requirements.
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BECKER BRIDGE

(Answers tomorrow)
NUDGE DWELL AUBURN FAIRLYYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: Voting to raise prices more than 500 percent, the 

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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G
et

 th
e 

fre
e 

JU
ST

 J
UM

BL
E 

ap
p 

• F
ol

lo
w

 u
s 

on
 T

w
itt

er
 @

Pl
ay

Ju
m

bl
e

CANET

CUVOH

PHISMA

WUDINN

Answer
here:

Dennis The Menace by Hank Ketcham 

For Better or For Worse® by Lynn Jonston

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM by Mike Peters

Barney Google and Snuffy Smith® by John Rose

Pajama Diaries by Terri Libenson

HI AND LOIS

PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN

ADAM@Home by Brian Basset

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews

ACROSS 
1 Coolidge, for one
4 Cookie type
9 Make jokes

13 Per person
15 Nimble
16 Sore
17 __ out; become 

frayed
18 Songbirds
19 Vandyke’s spot
20 Most weaselly
22 “The __ Ranger”
23 Twirl
24 __ into; attack 

verbally
26 Diminish
29 With child
34 Glove material
35 Tragic Goethe 

play
36 Cattle call
37 Over-the-hill
38 Shoestrings
39 Facts & figures
40 “Cry __ River”
41 Lubricated
42 Labyrinths
43 Fort Smith’s 

state
45 Most infrequent
46 Traitor
47 Male animal
48 File drawer, 

perhaps
51 Adorn
56 Gehrig & Rawls
57 Unsuspecting
58 TV series for 

Mark Harmon
60 Egg on
61 Firstborn of two
62 __ away; donated
63 Peepers
64 Gets dizzy
65 Was introduced 

to

DOWN
1 Crow’s comment
2 Hairy animals
3 Money lent
4 Customer with no 

appointment

5 Once more
6 Forest danger
7 Antlered  

animals
8 Unable to sit still
9 Actress Smith

10 Canyon sound
11 Part of the leg
12 Actress Daly
14 Ironed
21 Pinnacle
25 Insurance policy 

seller: abbr.
26 Peruvian pack 

animal
27 Rarin’ to go
28 Porterhouse or 

New York
29 Walks the floor
30 Regretted
31 Blow away
32 Short letters
33 Raise a glass to
35 “Deck the halls 

with boughs of 
holly, __…” 

38 Hearer
39 Term of affection

41 “Cat __ Hot Tin 
Roof”

42 Shopping area
44 Ascends
45 Measuring 

sticks
47 Carve a sloping 

edge
48 Chimney pipe

49 Like a bloody 
horror movie

50 Gigantic
52 Man or boy
53 __ one’s time; 

wait
54 Con game
55 Bee’s home
59 __ up; arrange

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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Today’s Horoscopes

Thursday’s
Answers

FRIDAY December 28, 2018

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
You will enjoy dealing with members
of the general public today as well as
close friends and partners. You want to
learn something new from someone.
It’s a good day to make travel plans.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Work-related travel is likely today. This
is an excellent day to work with others,
because group activities are favored
today. Roll up your sleeves and pitch
in!
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
This is a great day for team sports and
working with groups of children. It’s
also a fun, easygoing, social day!
CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
You will enjoy entertaining at home
today, especially if you invite a group
of people who know each other to your
home. A church group or a book club
will be upbeat and active!

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
People will enjoy your company today
because you are in a positive, upbeat
frame of mind. Grab every chance to
enjoy a short trip or explore new ideas.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Explore avenues about how to boost
your income today, because you might
be able to do this. You also can boost
your wealth by cutting costs.
LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Today the Moon is in your sign dancing
with lucky Jupiter, which means you
will enjoy being with old friends whom
you know well. All group activities or
working together with others will feel
good.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Solitude in beautiful surroundings will
please you today because you are hun-
gry to learn something new. Today you
are a seeker.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Group activities will delight you today.

They might be athletic, outdoors or an
indoor class pursuing a study. Could be
anything.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
People in authority respect you today
because you look knowledgeable and
affluent. This is one reason your rela-
tions with bosses will be easygoing.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Grab every chance to travel, because
you love to explore more of the world
and learn something new. You might
also want to sign up for a course or get
further training. Do something.
PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
This is an excellent day to decide how
to share an inheritance or divide some-
thing regarding shared property be-
cause all parties will be treated fairly.
You’ll feel good about the results.
YOU BORN TODAY You’re thought-
ful, responsible and dedicated. You also
have a strong sense of justice. This is
the perfect year to explore meditation.



Business

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

          YTD
Name          Div   Yld    PE     Last      Chg  %Chg

          YTD
Name          Div   Yld    PE     Last     Chg  %Chg

AT&T Inc 2.04 7.2 5 28.15 +.07 -27.6
AbbottLab 1.28 1.8 30 70.63 +1.01 +23.8
AMD ... ... ... 17.49 -.41 +70.1
Allstate 1.84 2.2 12 81.79 +.99 -21.9
AlpAlerMLP 1.35 15.6 ... 8.67 -.10 -19.6
Altria 3.44 7.1 15 48.70 +.27 -31.8
Apache 1.00 3.7 17 26.74 -.30 -36.7
Apple Inc 2.92 1.9 16 156.15 -1.02 -7.7
BP PLC 2.38 6.3 11 37.73 -.33 -10.2
BankOZK .84 3.8 7 22.40 -.14 -53.8
BkofAm .60 2.5 12 24.37 +.26 -17.4
B iPVxST rs ... ... ... 48.77 +1.87 +74.7
BlockHR 1.00 4.0 10 25.12 +.28 -4.2
BrMySq 1.64 3.3 50 50.41 +.38 -17.7
CSX .88 1.4 9 62.06 +.34 +12.8
CampSp 1.40 4.2 12 33.50 -.75 -30.4
Caterpillar 3.44 2.7 12 126.67 +1.91 -19.6
ChesEng ... ... 4 2.21 +.02 -44.2
Chevron 4.48 4.1 23 109.32 +1.93 -12.7
Cisco 1.32 3.1 19 42.91 +.44 +12.0
Citigroup 1.80 3.5 9 51.77 +.33 -30.4
CocaCola 1.56 3.3 90 47.53 +.59 +3.6
ColgPalm 1.68 2.8 25 59.69 +.29 -20.9
ConAgra .85 4.0 12 21.22 -.21 -43.7
Darden 3.00 3.0 18 98.55 -.02 +2.6
Deere 3.04 2.1 22 146.72 +3.45 -6.3
Disney 1.76 1.7 14 106.52 +.69 -.9
DowDuPnt 1.52 2.9 17 53.33 +1.10 -25.1
EliLilly 2.58 2.3 ... 112.89 +1.80 +33.7
Energous ... ... ... 7.04 +2.46 -63.8
Equifax 1.56 1.7 16 94.13 +1.43 -20.2
EsteeLdr 1.72 1.3 43 128.39 +1.49 +.9
ExxonMbl 3.28 4.8 13 68.94 +.30 -17.6
Facebook ... ... 25 134.52 +.34 -23.8
FordM .60 7.6 4 7.85 ... -37.1
GenElec .04 .6 ... 7.27 -.12 -58.4
Goodyear .64 3.2 7 20.23 ... -37.4
HP Inc .64 3.1 6 20.38 +.05 -3.0
HeliosM rs ... ... ... .01 +.00 -100.0
HomeDp 4.12 2.4 19 170.32 +2.04 -10.1
Hormel s .84 2.0 23 42.56 +.22 +17.0
iShChinaLC .87 2.2 ... 39.09 -.37 -15.3
iShEMkts .59 1.5 ... 38.87 -.05 -17.5
iS Eafe 1.66 2.8 ... 58.38 +.17 -17.0
iShiBxHYB 5.09 6.3 ... 80.92 -.05 -7.3
iShR2K 1.77 1.3 ... 132.48 +.55 -13.1

iShCorEafe 1.56 2.9 ... 54.47 +.11 -17.6
Intel 1.20 2.6 17 46.36 +.17 +.4
IntPap 1.90 4.7 13 40.38 +.76 -30.3
Inv QQQ 1.31 .9 ... 153.05 +.59 -1.7
JD.com ... ... 39 21.70 +.60 -47.6
JohnJn 3.60 2.8 18 127.41 +.70 -8.8
Kroger s .56 2.0 10 27.38 -.35 -.3
LloydBkg .47 18.9 ... 2.50 -.01 -33.3
LockhdM 8.80 3.4 32 259.79 +8.17 -19.1
Lowes 1.92 2.1 20 91.86 +.82 -1.2
McDnlds 4.64 2.6 27 175.71 +1.68 +2.1
Merck 2.20 2.9 28 75.38 +1.38 +34.0
MicronT ... ... 3 31.93 +1.04 -22.3
Microsoft 1.84 1.8 42 101.18 +.62 +18.3
Mohawk ... ... 9 117.86 +.76 -57.3
MorgStan 1.20 3.0 9 39.66 +.36 -24.4
NCR Corp ... ... 20 22.69 -.12 -33.2
NewellRub .92 5.0 ... 18.40 -.51 -40.5
NikeB s .88 1.2 56 73.67 +.66 +17.8
PepsiCo 3.71 3.4 32 109.42 +1.09 -8.8
Pfizer 1.44 3.4 17 42.85 +.66 +18.3
PhilipMor 4.56 6.8 16 66.68 -.18 -36.9
PrUltPQ s ... ... ... 36.37 +.51 -21.3
ProctGam 2.87 3.1 23 92.02 +1.93 +.2
PShtQQQ rs .07 ... ... 17.08 -.26 -20.6
RiteAid ... ... 1 .65 -.01 -67.3
S&P500ETF 4.13 1.7 ... 248.07 +1.89 -7.0
SouthnCo 2.40 5.5 21 43.95 +.31 -8.6
SP CnSt 1.28 2.5 ... 50.57 +.48 -11.1
SPDR Fncl .46 1.9 ... 23.60 +.28 -15.4
SP Util 1.55 2.9 ... 52.70 +.44 0.0
SunTrst 2.00 4.0 9 49.54 +.34 -23.3
3M Co 5.44 2.9 26 190.70 +4.44 -19.0
Twitter ... ... ... 28.68 +.02 +19.5
USG ... ... 24 42.80 -.05 +11.0
US OilFd ... ... ... 9.62 -.28 -19.9
VanEGold .06 .3 ... 20.97 +.35 -9.8
VangEmg 1.10 2.9 ... 37.90 -.08 -17.4
VangFTSE 1.10 3.0 ... 36.78 +.03 -18.0
VerizonCm 2.41 4.4 7 55.15 +.71 +4.2
WalMart 2.08 2.3 53 91.59 +1.18 -7.3
WeathfIntl ... ... ... .32 +.07 -92.3
Wendys Co .34 2.2 17 15.47 -.06 -5.8
WDigital 2.00 5.4 4 36.89 -.04 -53.6

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-listing standards. lf = Late filing with 
SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past 
year. rt = Right to buy security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = Units.  vj = In 
bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants.  Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are 
unofficial.

MUTUAL FUNDS 

American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 85,537 42.44 -5.6 -3.8/C +8.8/C 5.75 250
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 60,441 33.70 -5.6 -7.3/C +7.2/B 5.75 250
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 57,349 40.78 -6.0 -3.8/A +7.9/A 5.75 250
Federated EqInc,IncA  f LV 785 18.47 -8.6 -12.5/E +2.7/E 5.50 1,500
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 164,099 86.56 -7.0 -5.4/A +8.4/A NL 0
George Putnam BalA  m MA 959 17.74 -3.3 -3.8/A +5.5/A 5.75 0
INVESCO QualIncA  m CI 302 11.44 +1.2 -0.5/B +2.3/C 4.25 1,000
Lord Abbett AffiliatedA  x LV 5,597 13.09 -8.3 -8.3/B +6.2/B 5.75 1,000
Lord Abbett BdDebA  m MU 4,438 7.43 -1.8 -4.3/E +3.8/A 2.25 1,000
Lord Abbett DevelopingGrA  m SG 616 18.15 -7.7 +2.8/A +4.4/D 5.75 1,000
Lord Abbett MltAsstGlbOppA  m IH 118 9.86 -5.0 -12.2/E +0.4/E 2.25 1,000
Lord Abbett SmCpValA  m SB 329 14.78 -11.0 -13.6/C +2.3/D 5.75 1,000
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 1,189 6.61 -2.0 -1.5/C +1.6/C 4.00 0
Putnam EqIncA  m LV 8,057 21.03 -7.6 -9.1/B +6.0/B 5.75 0
Putnam GlbEqA  m WS 677 13.60 -6.8 -13.5/D +2.3/D 5.75 0
Putnam GlbHCA  m SH 1,212 45.02 -6.6 -2.6/C +6.5/D 5.75 0
Putnam IntlGrA  m FG 215 18.45 -6.4 -18.8/E -0.5/E 5.75 0
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 3,936 73.74 -5.5 -2.3/B +9.1/B 5.75 0
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 253,238 229.71 -7.0 -5.4/B +8.4/A NL 3,000
Vanguard InsIdxIns LB 116,738 225.85 -7.0 -5.4/A +8.4/A NL 5,000,000
Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus LB 104,731 225.87 -7.0 -5.4/A +8.4/A NL 100,000,000
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 128,269 15.01 -5.0 -15.0/B +0.8/A NL 0
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 203,888 61.57 -7.4 -6.2/B +7.8/B NL 3,000
Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns LB 123,279 61.58 -7.4 -6.3/B +7.8/B NL 5,000,000
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv LB 129,896 61.55 -7.4 -6.3/C +7.7/B NL 3,000

        Total Assets                     Total Return/Rank               Pct        Min Init
Name   Obj    ($Mlns)      NAV      4-wk      12-mo         5-year     Load            Invt

CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GI -Intermediate Government, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large 
Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate Allocation, MU -Multisector Bond, SB -Small Blend, SG -Small Growth, SH -Health, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same objective: A is in top 20%, 
E in bottom 20%. Min Init Invt: Minimum $ needed to invest in fund. Source: Morningstar. 
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MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)
Name          Vol (00)  Last Chg

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)
Name Last Chg %Chg

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)
Name Last Chg %Chg

GenElec 1174857 7.27 -.12

AMD 1108408 17.49 -.41

BkofAm 914617 24.37 +.26

ChesEng 551637 2.21 +.02

AT&T Inc 544702 28.15 +.07

Apple Inc 516066 156.15 -1.02

FordM 497535 7.85 ...

Microsoft 491611 101.18 +.62

Energous 401773 7.04 +2.46

MicronT 387546 31.93 +1.04

BioXcelT n 4.36 +1.95 +80.9

Energous 7.04 +2.46 +53.7

AvadelPh 2.45 +.71 +40.8

Sphr3D grs 2.84 +.73 +34.6

GWG Hldgs 9.09 +2.22 +32.3

NovusTher rs 2.00 +.48 +31.6

ChOnlEd n 6.97 +1.45 +26.3

ErytechP n 6.94 +1.40 +25.3

Chaisma n 2.63 +.51 +24.1

MustBio n 2.83 +.53 +23.0

FedLfeG n 11.02 -3.96 -26.4

Uxin Ltd n 6.59 -1.72 -20.7

Replimun n 11.08 -2.81 -20.2

SmaashEnt 2.65 -.53 -16.7

CollPlant n 3.67 -.67 -15.4

PingtanM 2.14 -.36 -14.4

ASV Hld n 2.15 -.35 -14.0

DNB Fncl 25.84 -4.16 -13.9

IntegMed n 5.11 -.82 -13.8

USCF shpei 18.33 -2.79 -13.2

STOCK MARKET INDEXES

 26,951.81 21,712.53 Dow Industrials 23,138.82 +260.37 +1.14 -6.39 -6.84
 11,623.58 8,636.79 Dow Transportation 9,154.24 +52.12 +.57 -13.74 -14.13
 762.26 647.81 Dow Utilities 710.89 +7.38 +1.05 -1.73 -1.80
 13,637.02 10,723.66 NYSE Composite 11,285.31 +81.22 +.72 -11.89 -12.20
 8,133.30 6,190.17 Nasdaq Composite 6,579.49 +25.14 +.38 -4.69 -5.33
 1,309.73 1,041.66 S&P 100 1,105.17 +8.22 +.75 -6.59 -7.07
 2,940.91 2,346.58 S&P 500 2,488.83 +21.13 +.86 -6.91 -7.39
 2,053.00 1,565.76 S&P MidCap 1,647.24 +7.46 +.45 -13.33 -13.81
 30,560.54 24,129.49 Wilshire 5000 25,551.63 +184.78 +.73 -8.07 -8.49
 1,742.09 1,266.93 Russell 2000 1,331.82 +2.01 +.15 -13.27 -14.02

                52-Week                                                                                    Net                          YTD       12-mo
         High             Low             Name                                 Last                Chg        %Chg     %Chg        %Chg

MARKET SUMMARY: NYSE AND NASDAQ
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Legal marijuana industry toasts banner year
BYGILLIAN FLACCUS

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — The last
year was a 12-month champagne
toast for the legal marijuana indus-
try as the global market exploded
and cannabis pushed its way fur-
ther into the financial and cultural
mainstream.

Liberal California became the
largest legal U.S. marketplace, con-
servative Utah and Oklahoma em-
braced medical marijuana, and the
U.S. East Coast got its first com-
mercial pot shops. Canada ushered
in broad legalization, and Mexico’s
Supreme Court set the stage for that
country to follow.

U.S. drug regulators approved
the first marijuana-based pharma-
ceutical to treat kids with a form of
epilepsy, and billions of investment
dollars poured into cannabis com-
panies. Even main street brands
like Coca-Cola said they are con-
sidering joining the party.

“I have been working on this for
decades, and this was the year that
the movement crested ,” said U.S.
Rep. Earl Blumenauer, an Oregon
Democrat working to overturn the
federal ban on pot. “It’s clear that
this is all coming to a head.”

With buzz building across the
globe, the momentum will continue
into 2019.

Luxembourg is poised to be-
come the first European country to
legalize recreational marijuana, and
South Africa is moving in that di-
rection. Israel’s Parliament ap-
proved a law allowing exports of
medical marijuana. Thailand legal-
ized medicinal use of marijuana,
and other Southeastern Asian coun-
tries may follow South Korea’s
lead in legalizing cannabidiol, or
CBD. It’s a non-psychoactive com-
pound found in marijuana and
hemp plants and used for treatment
of certain medical problems.

“It’s not just the U.S. now. It’s
spreading,” said Ben Curren, CEO
of Green Bits, a San Jose, Califor-
nia, company that develops soft-
ware for marijuana retailers and
businesses.

Curren’s firm is one of many that
blossomed as the industry grew. He
started the company in 2014 with
two friends. Now, he has 85 em-
ployees, and the company’s soft-
ware processes $2.5 billion in sales
transactions a year for more than
1,000 U.S. retail stores and dispen-
saries.

Green Bits raised $17 million in
April, pulling in money from in-
vestment firms including Snoop

Dogg’s Casa Verde Capital. Curren
hopes to expand internationally by
2020.

“A lot of the problem is keeping
up with growth,” he said.

Legal marijuana was a $10.4 bil-
lion industry in the U.S. in 2018
with a quarter-million jobs devoted
just to the handling of marijuana
plants, said Beau Whitney, vice
president and senior economist at
New Frontier Data, a leading

cannabis market research and data
analysis firm. There are many other
jobs that don’t involve direct work
with the plants, but they are harder
to quantify, Whitney said.

Investors poured $10 billion into
cannabis in North America in 2018,
twice what was invested in the last
three years combined, he said, and
the combined North American
market is expected to reach more
than $16 billion in 2019.

“Investors are getting much
savvier when it comes to this space
because even just a couple of years
ago, you’d throw money at it and
hope that something would stick,”
he said. “But now investors are
much more discerning.”

Increasingly, U.S. lawmakers see
that success and want it for their
states.

Nearly two-thirds of U.S. states
now have legalized some form of
medical marijuana.

Voters in November made
Michigan the 10th state — and first
in the Midwest — to legalize recre-
ational marijuana. Governors in
New York and New Jersey are
pushing for a similar law in their
states next year, and momentum for
broad legalization is building in
Pennsylvania and Illinois.

“Let’s legalize the adult use of
recreational marijuana once and for
all,” New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said last week.

The East Coast’s first recre-
ational pot shops opened in No-
vember in Massachusetts.

State lawmakers in Nebraska just
formed a campaign committee to
put a medical cannabis initiative to
voters in 2020. Nebraska shares a
border with Colorado, one of the
first two states to legalize recre-
ational marijuana, and Iowa, which
recently started a limited medical
marijuana program.

“Attitudes have been rapidly
evolving and changing. I know that
my attitude toward it has also
changed,” said Nebraska state Sen.
Adam Morfeld, a Democrat. “See-
ing the medical benefits and seeing
other states implement it ... has
convinced me that it’s not the dan-
gerous drug it’s made out to be.”

With all its success, the U.S.
marijuana industry continues to be
undercut by a robust black market
and federal law that treats mari-
juana as a controlled substance like
heroin. Financial institutions are
skittish about cannabis businesses,
even in U.S. states where they are
legal, and investors until recently
have been reluctant to put their
money behind pot.

Marijuana businesses can’t
deduct their business expenses on
their federal taxes and face huge
challenges getting insurance and
finding real estate for their brick-
and-mortar operations.

“Until you have complete federal
legalization, you’re going to be liv-
ing with that structure,” said Marc
Press, a New Jersey attorney who
advises cannabis businesses.

At the start of the year, the indus-
try was chilled when then-U.S. At-
torney General Jeff Sessions
rescinded a policy shielding state-
licensed medical marijuana opera-
tors from federal drug
prosecutions. Ultimately the move
had minimal impact because fed-
eral prosecutors showed little inter-
est in going after legal operators.

Sessions, a staunch marijuana
opponent, later lost his job while
President Donald Trump said he
was inclined to support an effort by
U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner, a Col-
orado Republican, to relax the fed-
eral prohibition.

In November, Democrats won
control of the U.S. House and want
to use it next year to pass legisla-
tion that eases federal restrictions
on the legal marijuana industry
without removing it from the con-
trolled substances list.

Gardner and Massachusetts
Democratic Sen. Elizabeth Warren
have proposed legislation allowing
state-approved commercial
cannabis activity under federal law.
The bill also would let states and
Indian tribes determine how best to
regulate marijuana commerce
within their boundaries without
fear of federal intervention.

If those provisions become law,
they could open up banking for the
marijuana industry nationwide and
make it easier for cannabis compa-
nies to secure capital.

Blumenauer’s “blueprint” to le-
galize marijuana also calls for the
federal government to provide
medical marijuana for veterans,
more equitable taxation for mari-
juana businesses and rolling back
federal prohibitions on marijuana
research, among other things.

RICHARD VOGEL/AP, FILE
A woman who only goes by “Shiva” takes a puff of a cannabis cigarette at the Women & Weed
industry event in Los Angeles in September. California became America’s largest legal
marketplace, while Canada became the second and largest country with nationwide legal
recreational marijuana. 

Stocks stage big rally, erase 600 point drop in Dow
BYALEX VEIGA

AP Business Writer

Wall Street staged a swift, last-minute
turnaround Thursday that rescued stocks
from a steep dive and put the market on
track to end a topsy-turvy, volatile week
with a gain.

The comeback reversed a 611 point
drop in the Dow Jones Industrial Average.
The S&P 500 and Nasdaq eked out mod-
est gains after having been down 2.8 and
3.3 percent, respectively.

Thursday’s sharp swing in stocks fol-
lowed their best day in 10 years. Even so,
the market remains headed for what could
be its steepest annual loss since the finan-
cial crisis.

The market’s sharp downturn that
began in October has intensified this

month, erasing all of its 2018 gains and
nudging the S&P 500 closer to its worst
year since 2008. Even with the two-day
winning streak, the Dow, S&P 500 and
Nasdaq are all down more than 9 percent
for the month and stocks are on track for
their worst December since 1931.

“There are reasons we should be
volatile, including a lot of unknowns as
we head into 2019, starting with tariffs,”
said JJ Kinahan, chief markets strategist
for TD Ameritrade, noting that below-av-
erage trading volume this time of year is
also contributing to the market’s volatility
this week.

Prior to the two-day rally, the S&P 500
had fallen in 11 of 16 trading sessions in
December, with five of the declines by 2
percent or more. Investors had grown
worried that the testy U.S.-China trade

dispute and higher interest rates would
slow the economy, hurting corporate prof-
its.

“The last two days are really demon-
strable of what the market is struggling
with,” said Tom Martin, senior portfolio
manager of Globalt Investments. “It’s
looking for a bottom. It’s looking for a
reason to gain a little more confidence.
And it’s also looking for opportunities to
reposition and lessen risk.”

Health care and technology companies,
banks and industrial stocks accounted for
much of the broad gains.

The S&P 500 index rose 21.13 points,
or 0.9 percent, to 2,488.83. Earlier, it had
been down more than 69 points. The Dow
gained 260.37 points, or 1.1 percent, to
23,138.82. Both indexes rose about 5 per-
cent Wednesday, when the Dow had its

biggest-ever single-day point gain.
The tech-heavy Nasdaq added 25.14

points, or 0.4 percent, to 6,579.49. The
Russell 2000 index of smaller-company
stocks picked up 2.01 points, or 0.2 per-
cent, 1,331.82.

Technology companies, a big driver of
the market’s gains before things deterio-
rated in October, rebounded after being
down most of the day. Micron Technology
gained 3.4 percent to $31.93. It had fallen
to $30.59 before the rally.

Cigna rose 2.8 percent to $192.79, one
of the big gainers in the health care sector.

Bonds prices rose. The yield on the 10-
year Treasury slipped to 2.78 percent from
2.79 percent late Wednesday, although the
yield dropped as low as 2.73 percent when
stocks were near their lowest levels as in-
vestors sought safer investments. The re-

covery in bond yields helped lift financial
stocks. JPMorgan Chase rose 1.1 percent
to $97.04.

Benchmark U.S. crude dropped 3.5 per-
cent to settle at $44.61 a barrel in New
York. Brent crude, used to price interna-
tional oils, lost 4.2 percent to $52.16 a bar-
rel in London.

The dollar fell to 110.74 yen from
111.36 yen on Wednesday. The euro
strengthened to $1.1449 from $1.1351.

Gold edged up 0.6 percent to $1,281.10
an ounce and silver gained 1.2 percent to
$15.31 an ounce. Copper fell 1.2 percent
to $2.67 a pound.

Overseas, major indexes in Europe
closed lower while markets in Asia mostly
rose. The German DAX slid 2.4 percent,
while the Nikkei 225 index rebounded 3.9
percent.
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The following information —
names, photos, addresses, charges
and other details — was taken di-
rectly from Bartow County Sher-
iff’s Office jail records. Not every
arrest leads to a conviction, and a
conviction or acquittal is deter-
mined by the court system. Arrests
were made by BCSO deputies ex-
cept where otherwise indicated.

December 26

• Corey Thomas
Brady, of 2774
Bob Cox Road
NW, Marietta, was
arrested and
charged with tail-
light violation,
driving under the influence of
drugs and improper lane change.

• James Eric
Burch, of 1400
Joe Frank Harris
Parkway SE 136,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pos-
session of marijuana by ingestion,
possession and use of drug-related
objects, possession of less than 1
ounce of marijuana and driving
with a suspended license.

• William Joseph
Dover, of 181
Grogan Road,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pro-
bation violation.

• James Anthony
Fowler, of 2335
Highway 411 NE
232, White, was
arrested and
charged with two
counts of proba-
tion violation.

• Tiffany Lynn
Gravley, of 822
Old Allatoona
Road SE,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with crim-
inal damage to property.

• Jaide Alexzan-
dria Harmon, of
103 Johns Road,
Warner Robbins,
was arrested on an
agency assist.

• Dyllon Lee Hen-
son, of 6412 For-
ward Pass Trail,
T a l l a h a s s e e ,
Florida, was ar-
rested and charged
with probation vi-
olation.

• Banelly
Jimenez-Burgos,
of 70 Quail Run
SE, Cartersville,
was boarded at the
jail.

• Melissa Nicole
Jones, of 100
Brandon Farm
Road SW 9, Tay-
lorsville, was ar-
rested on an
agency assist.

• Jonathan
Robert Pfiester,
of 517 Falls Way,
Woodstock, was
arrested and
charged with pos-
session and use of
drug-related objects, drugs to be
kept in original container, follow-
ing too closely, possession of a
firearm during the commission or
attempt to commit certain felonies,
driving under the influence of
drugs, possession of less than 1
ounce of marijuana, possession of
a Schedule IV controlled sub-
stance and possession of cocaine.

• Leann Michelle
Price, of 22
Azalea Drive SE,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pa-
role violation.

• Albert Joseph
Ritch, of 38
B r a m b l e w o o d
Trail SW,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with will-
ful obstruction of law enforce-
ment, two counts of criminal
trespass-damage to property and

burglary.

• Christian Noel
Santiago, of 9
Cambridge Court
SE, Cartersville,
was arrested and
charged with pro-
bation violation.

• Rolland Simon,
of 771 Channel
D r i v e ,
Lawrencevi l le ,
was arrested on an
agency assist.

• Xandria Nicole
Southern, of 21
Fouche Drive SW,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pos-

session of marijuana by ingestion,
possession and use of drug-related
objects and possession of less than
1 ounce of marijuana.

• Kein Richard
Stephens, of 26
Sioux Road NE,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with pa-
role violation.

• Timothy Del-
reece Weldon, of
1400 Joe Frank
Harris Parkway
SE 311,
Cartersville, was
arrested and
charged with forgery and making
false statements and writings/con-
cealment of facts.

EURO HIKER
OTHER TIMBERLAND STYLES AVAILABLE.

CARTERSVILLE
770-387-9454

CALHOUN
706-629-5365

ROME
706-234-7463

Mon - Sat 9:30am - 6pm 
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CONSTRUCTION TO
PERMANENT FINANCING
AVAILABLE AT REGIONS

Renee Killian
NMLS #546413
Mortgage Loan Originator
Vice President
renee.killian@regions.com
770.655.4148
620 East Main Street
Cartersville, GA 30120

Energy Efficient Vinyl Windows

Roofing & Siding
“Cheapest Prices in North Georgia”

Darrell Pressley • 770-324-870130 Years Experience
Locally Owned & Insured

End of Year 
SAVINGS!

Are Your Windows Energy Efficient?
Call Today...

BARTOW 
BLOTTER

CHURCH
CALENDAR

ZION HILL BAPTIST
CHURCH —1105 Mission Road,
Cartersville. Zion Hill Baptist
Church will host New Year’s Eve
at 8 p.m.

PEEPLES VALLEY BAP-
TIST CHURCH — 68 Ledford
Lane, Cartersville. Peeples Valley
Baptist Church will host a men’s
prayer breakfast on Saturday, Jan.
5, 2019, at 8 a.m. Rev. James Black
will be the guest speaker.

DAVID STREET CHURCH
OF GOD — 4 David Street,
Cartersville. David Street Church of
God is hosting the Heaven Seekers
of Piedmont, Alabama, Jan. 5, 7 p.m.

WHAT’S
GOING ON

T H E  E M A N C I PAT I O N
PROCLAMATION COMMIT-
TEE OF BARTOW COUNTY
—The Emancipation Proclama-
tion Committee of Bartow County
is holding its 91st Annual Celebra-
tion on Jan. 1, 2019, at 11 a.m. at
New Hope Baptist Church, 235
Henry Mack Hill Road, Rydal. 

ESL CLASSES AT CHATTA-
HOOCHEE TECH — The Adult
Education Program at Chatta-
hoochee Technical College will be
offering free English as a second
language classes, beginning in
January at the Summer Hill Com-
plex in Cartersville. Advanced
registration and an admission as-
sessment is required to participate.
Potential students may register for
the classes at the Summer Hill
Complex at 129 Aubrey St. on
Mondays, 4 to 6:30 p.m., and on
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to noon. Must
have valid ID and proof of lawful
presence. For more
information, visit www.Chatta-
hoocheeTech.edu.

“The next step in that process is going
to be for the Legislature to fund it through
their budget bill next year, then it will be
up to the secretary of state, with the help
of a variety of people, to choose which
system we’re going to use,” he said.

On the subject of election reform, Kirk
said recent history suggests any proposals
for major overhauls are unlikely to make
much headway under the Gold Dome in

Atlanta.
“There are initiatives to try to reform

our election codes every single year, and
in the past few years, they have consis-
tently failed for a few different reasons,”
he said. “But I’m hoping that next year,
we can focus on what’s really important
— on the voters and on the security and
the voting experience and really have
some election reform that makes sense
for Georgia.” 

In the wake of a campaign cycle rid-
dled with accusations and allegations of
voter suppression, voter fraud and cyber-

security issues galore, Kirk said he be-
lieves the biggest takeaway from the
2018 elections is a toss-up between voter
apathy and the public trust — or, perhaps
more fittingly, the public mistrust.

“There are a lot of people out there
who do not trust the election process, for
whatever reason, whether it’s the ma-
chines or reports they see in the media or
anything else,” he said. “They don’t trust
their local election officials, they don’t
trust the poll workers and even if they do,
they don’t trust the results they see, and
that suppresses our turnout and it makes

them apathetic.”
Heading into the 2020 election cycle,

Kirk said it’s imperative that the “system”
wins back confidence from the electorate. 

“What we need to be working on as
election officials and as communities as
a whole is regaining the public trust and
the easiest way for folks to do that is
probably participate in the process,” he
said. “Come out and see the testing, come
out and participate on election day, get in-
volved with a local campaign … so you
can see for yourself that there’s nothing
going on for you not to trust.”

Elections
FROM PAGE 1A

denied both times because there were no
additional funds available through Bright
from the Start. 

But on Dec. 3, the school system was
approved.

“Having this additional class is a vital
component to AES and the community,”
Zarefoss said. “It means more children

will benefit from a well-implemented, ev-
idence-based program that’s proven to
play a key role in shaping their future.
Pre-K students develop the emotional, ac-
ademic and social skills needed to start
kindergarten confidently.”

The principal said AES has had a wait-
ing list “for a number of years” for fami-
lies wanting to get their 4-year-olds
enrolled in the state’s lottery-funded pre-
K program. 

“Adairsville has had room for 44 stu-

dents [22 at AES and 22 at Adairsville
High School], and there are always more
who would like to get in,” she said.

Because pre-K registration is done
through the school system’s central of-
fice, Zarefoss said she doesn’t know ex-
actly how many 4-year-olds are on the
AES waiting list, but it’s “more than the
22, with us filling the class starting in
January with no problem.”

“Phone calls were made [last] week, al-
lowing parents to accept or pass on the

offer of a spot in our additional class,”
she said.

The staff and students at AES are “ex-
cited about meeting our 22 new friends,”
Zarefoss said.

“We are confident that each one of
them will settle in nicely and feel like
they’ve been here since August in no
time,” she said. “Every day will bring
new learning opportunities that will guide
each one of them to being more prepared
for kindergarten.”  

Pre-K
FROM PAGE 1A

To view upcoming programs, Robert-
son encourages individuals to visit the
venue’s website.

“We will continue to offer fun, hands-
on programming in 2019 with topics, like

Bubbles in Nature, Forest Intelligence,
the Pine Snake Project and many more,”
she said. “Our website always has the
most recent program information on the
calendar page. 

“As for facilities, we have completed
Phase 1 of our multipurpose building,
which will greatly enhance our education
program when completed. We are in the

process of seeking funds to complete the
building, which will allow us to host
events without worrying about the
weather and attract a wider variety of
speakers and programs. The new building
will also have permanent and temporary
exhibits that will make any visit to the
preserve more enriching. Along with the
new building is improved parking, larger

bathroom facilities, more storage and a
beautiful fireplace with access from the
inside or the new patio.”

Along with the site’s website, more in-
formation can be obtained about the Pettit
Environmental Preserve and its program
by contacting Robertson at
director@pettitpreserve.org or
678-848-4179.

Owls
FROM PAGE 1A

Medical marijuana sales,
cultivation pitched in Georgia

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Georgia legislature is set to con-
sider bills allowing for the sale and culti-
vation of medical marijuana based on a
study committee’s recommendation.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution re-
ports that a joint House and Senate com-
mittee last week recommended
lawmakers should consider providing 10
grow licenses, 10 manufacturing licenses
and an “adequate number” of dispensing
licenses. Lawmakers’ next legislative ses-
sion will begin in January.

Current state law allows individuals
with 16 specific conditions to possess
low potency marijuana oil, but marijuana
remains illegal to grow, buy, sell and
transport.

That has created a legal conundrum
where about 6,000 Georgia patients are
registered to legally possess the drug but
can’t legally obtain it.

Some critics in the state, which has
some of the toughest marijuana laws in the
country, fear that expansion of medical
marijuana could lead to recreational sales.

Cobb teen accused of slashing
student with box cutter at school

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Cobb County student is accused of
punching another student in the head in a
school bathroom and then slashing that
student’s wrist with a box cutter.

News outlets report the Cobb County
Sheriff’s Office says 18-year-old Addi-
son Bram Johnson was arrested last Fri-
day on charges including aggravated
assault.

An arrest warrant says the Kennesaw
Mountain High School student got into a

fight with another student in a school
bathroom last week. Authorities didn’t
immediately release the identity of the
wounded student.

It says Johnson then punched the stu-
dent in the head and cut one of the stu-
dent’s wrists with a box cutter that had a
5-inch blade. 

It says he then threw the weapon and
fled the school.

It’s unclear if Johnson has a lawyer
who can comment on his behalf.



BY NICHOLAS RICCARDI
Associated Press

LITTLETON, Colo. — Pedro
Gonzalez has faith in Donald
Trump and his party.

The 55-year-old Colombian im-
migrant is a pastor at an evangeli-
cal church in suburban Denver.
Initially repelled by Trump in
2016, he’s been heartened by the
president’s steps to protect reli-
gious groups and appoint judges
who oppose abortion rights. More
important, Gonzalez sees Trump’s
presidency as part of a divine plan.

“It doesn’t matter what I think,”
Gonzalez said of the president.
“He was put there.”

Though Latino voters are a key
part of the Democratic coalition,
there is a larger bloc of reliable
Republican Latinos than many
think. And the GOP’s position
among Latinos has not weakened
during the Trump administration,
despite the president’s rhetoric
against immigrants and the party’s
shift to the right on immigration.

In November’s elections, 32
percent of Latinos voted for Re-
publicans, according to AP Vote-
Cast data. The survey of more than
115,000 midterm voters — includ-
ing 7,738 Latino voters — was
conducted for The Associated
Press by NORC at the University
of Chicago.

Other surveys also found
roughly one-third of Latinos sup-
porting the GOP. Data from the
Pew Research Center and from
exit polls suggests that a compara-
ble share of about 3 in 10 Latino
voters supported Trump in 2016.
That tracks the share of Latinos
supporting Republicans for the
last decade.

The stability of Republicans’
share of the Latino vote frustrates
Democrats, who say actions like
Trump’s family separation policy

and his demonization of an immi-
grant caravan should drive Latinos
out of the GOP.

“The question is not are Democ-
rats winning the Hispanic vote —
it’s why aren’t Democrats winning
the Hispanic vote 80-20 or 90-10
the way black voters are?” said
Fernand Amandi, a Miami-based
Democratic pollster. He argues
Democrats must invest more in
winning Latino voters.

The VoteCast data shows that,
like white voters, Latinos are split
by gender — 61 percent of men
voted Democratic in November,
while 69 percent of women did.
And while Republican-leaning
Latinos can be found everywhere
in the country, two groups stand
out as especially likely to back the
GOP — evangelicals and veterans.

Evangelicals comprised about
one-quarter of Latino voters, and
veterans were 13 percent. Both
groups were about evenly split be-
tween the two parties. Mike
Madrid, a Republican strategist in
California, said those groups have
reliably provided the GOP with
many Latino votes for years.

“They stick and they do not go
away,” Madrid said. Much as with
Trump’s own core white voters,
attacks on the president and other
Republicans for being anti-immi-
grant “just make them dig in even
more,” he added.

Sacramento-based Rev. Sam
Rodriguez, one of Trump’s spiri-
tual advisers, said evangelical
Latinos have a clear reason to vote
Republican. “Why do 30 percent
of Latinos still support Trump?
Because of the Democratic Party’s
obsession with abortion,” Ro-
driguez said. “It’s life and reli-
gious liberty and everything else
follows.”

Some conservative Latinos say
their political leanings make them
feel more like a minority than their

ethnicity does. Irina Vilariño, 43,
a Miami restauranteur and Cuban
immigrant, said she had presiden-
tial bumper stickers for Sen. John
McCain, Mitt Romney and Trump
scratched off her car. She said she
never suffered from discrimination
growing up in a predominantly
white south Florida community,
“but I remember during the Mc-
Cain campaign being discrimi-
nated against because I supported
him.”

The 2018 election was good to
Democrats, but Florida disap-
pointed them. They couldn’t con-
vince enough of the state’s often
right-leaning Cuban-American
voters to support Sen. Bill Nelson,
who was ousted by the GOP’s
Spanish-speaking Gov. Rick Scott,
or rally behind Democrats’ guber-
natorial candidate, Tallahassee
Mayor Andrew Gillum, who lost
to Republican Rep. Ron DeSantis.

Still, in the rest of the country,

there were signs that pleased De-
mocrats. Latinos voted at high
rates in an election that saw
record-setting turnout among all
demographic groups. Latinos nor-
mally have among the worst

midterm turnout rates, and while
official data won’t be available for
months, a number of formerly-Re-
publican congressional districts in
California and New Mexico
flipped Democratic.

That’s why Republicans should-
n’t take solace from being able to
consistently win about one-third
of Latinos, said Madrid. They’re
still losing two-thirds of an elec-
torate that’s being goaded into the
voting booth by Trump.

“That is contributing to the
death spiral of the Republican
Party — even if it holds at 30 per-
cent,” Madrid said. “That’s a route
to death, it’s just a slower one.”

Gonzalez, the pastor, sees the
trend in Colorado. He distributed
literature across Spanish-speaking
congregations supporting Repub-
lican gubernatorial candidate
Walker Stapleton, who was
crushed by Democratic Rep. Jared
Polis as the GOP lost every race
for statewide office.

Gonzalez understands the anger
among some Latinos at the GOP
and Trump for what he says is a
false impression of a solely hard-
line immigration stance. “In the
community that is not informed,
that is following the rhetoric of the
media, there’s a view that Donald
Trump is a bad guy,” Gonzalez
said. Evangelicals “understand
that he’s there to defend values.”
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Today’s weather

Forecast for Friday, December 28, 2018
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National weather
Forecast for Friday, December 28, 2018

NATIONAL SUMMARY: A storm will soak much of the eastern part of the 
nation today. Some ice and snow are in store for northern New England, 
while snow diminishes over the Upper Midwest. Snow and cold rain are fore-
cast for part of the Southwest. Cold winds will rattle the Plains and Southern 
California. Rain and mountain snow will skirt the Northwest.

©2018 AccuWeather, Inc.

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.
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Did We Catch You Reading?
You’re Not The Only One...

770-382-4545
www.daily-tribune.com
Source: American Opinion Research. February 2016

2
3

OF ALL ADULTS
Read A Printed Newspaper

or Website Every Week.

1
2

OF ADULTS MADE

A PURCHASE
Because of Something They

Saw or Read in the Newspaper.
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Storm front causes damage in Louisiana, Mississippi
BY JEFFAMY

Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. — Damaging
winds were followed by drenching
rains across much of Louisiana
and Mississippi on Thursday,
prompting flooding concerns that
threatened to move east along with
a storm front.

A Louisiana woman died when
a tree fell through her camper late
Wednesday, and nightfall Thurs-
day brought calls in southern Mis-
sissippi to flee rising creeks.

The National Weather Service
confirmed one tornado in south-
west Louisiana, and is investigat-
ing two other possible twisters.
Wind damage was reported in
seven Louisiana parishes and
seven Mississippi counties

Officials blocked off numerous
roads, including some major high-
ways, and rescued motorists who
got stalled in deep water.

Weather Service radar estimated

that more than 8 inches of rain fell
in parts of Louisiana’s Washington
Parish, north of New Orleans,
while a broad swath of both states
got more than 5 inches. Local gov-
ernments handed out sandbags in
the Baton Rouge area. Forecasters
declared a flash flood emergency
in parts of southern Mississippi,
including Hattiesburg, Thursday
evening, saying waters were life-
threatening and that people should
leave low-lying areas and avoid
non-emergency travel.

Flash flooding also became a
concern in southwest Alabama as
rain moved eastward. A number of
rivers in the region are predicted
to rise above flood stage in the
coming days.

Tangipahoa Parish sheriff’s
deputies found 58-year-old Rox-
anne Kliebert dead when they ar-
rived Wednesday night after a pine
tree fell through the roof of her
camper in the Louisiana town of
Ponchatoula.

The Weather Service confirmed
that a tornado with top winds of
105 mph briefly touched down
south of Crowley in Acadia Parish.
Possible tornadoes hit Franklin
Parish in northeast Louisiana and
Yazoo County in central Missis-
sippi.

Mercill Linder, a resident of the
Franklin Parish town of Crowville,
told KNOE-TV that a tree fell on
her porch and roof around 8:30
a.m. Thursday.

“I could tell that this was not a
normal wind,” Linder said. “It was
coming from one direction and
then another direction and I felt
like I was in a washing machine.”

In the Mississippi city of Vicks-
burg, heavy winds damaged the
roof on the city’s water treatment
plant. There were also reports of
damage to a number of other build-
ings in Vicksburg and nearby areas.

There’s a marginal chance of
tornadoes Friday in a band stretch-
ing from the central Gulf Coast to

southeast Virginia, forecasters said.
High winds were predicted

Thursday evening and Friday
morning across parts of Alabama,

Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
South Carolina, North Carolina
and West Virginia.

The same system produced nu-

merous reports of trees down and
power outages across Texas and
Arkansas late Wednesday and early
Thursday.

TRAVIS SPRADLING/THE ADVOCATE VIA AP
Cars stack up northbound on Interstate 110 as they encounter high water in the roadway under
the railroad bridge near the Louisiana governor’s mansion Thursday in Baton Rouge. 

Defying pundits, GOP share of Latino vote steady under Trump

JAE C. HONG/AP, FILE
A man holds up a sign for then-Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump before the start
of a rally at the Anaheim Convention Center on May 25, 2016, in Anaheim, California.  
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RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Cartersville junior quarterback Tee Webb throws a pass as senior running back Marcus Gary
runs in the flat during the Class 4A state quarterfinal game at Baldwin on Nov. 23. Webb, Gary,
senior defensive end Bobby Harris and senior outside linebacker Sunni Moorehead were
named honorable mention on the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Class 4A all-state team
released Thursday. No player from the other three Bartow County schools were honored. It is
the first season since 2009 that no Cartersville player was named to the all-state first team.

4 CANES NAMED HONORABLE

MENTION ALL-STATE

Cass, Adairsville girls roll in
1st round of Christmas Clash

STAFF REPORT

The Cass girls showed no ill ef-
fects of the holiday break with
dominant win over Washington in
the first round of the Adairsville
Christmas Clash Thursday morn-
ing.

A 24-point explosion in the first
quarter for the Colonels was al-
most enough by itself to defeat the
Bulldogs in an eventual 63-26
rout.

Payton Stoddard knocked down
two 3-pointers as part of a nine-
point opening period for Cass,
which led 24-8 after one. Claire
Davis and Londaisha Smith had
four points apiece in each of the
first two quarters to help the
Colonels (10-2) take a command-
ing 37-13 lead into halftime.

Seven different Colonels scored
in the third quarter, highlighted by
a pair of triples from Ariana
Hames, as Cass built a 55-19 cush-
ion entering the final period. In the
fourth quarter, Davis added four of
her game-high 15 points to put a
bow on a fine first-round perform-
ance.

Smith added 10 points; Stod-
dard had all nine of her points dur-
ing that first-quarter outburst; and
Taryn Callahan managed eight
points.

Cass will face Class 7A
Peachtree Ridge in the semifinals
at 4 p.m. today. The teams met al-
most exactly one year ago — Dec.
27, 2017 — in the opening round
of the Chattooga Christmas Clas-
sic. The Colonels earned a narrow
65-59 victory that day.

Adairsville girls 63,
North Cobb Christian 42

Havyn Isaac dominated the first
quarter, Nakiyah Washington con-
trolled the third and Aaliyah Ap-
plin did her best work in the other
two periods to give Adairsville a
much-needed 63-42 win over
North Cobb Christian in the first

round of the Tigers’ Christmas
Clash.

Isaac put up 11 of her 13 points
in the opening period to help
Adairsville (4-10) take a 19-6 ad-
vantage into the second quarter.
That’s when Applin had the first of

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Cass senior Payton Stoddard prepares to go up for a shot against
Washington in the first round of the Adairsville Christmas Clash
on Thursday morning. Stoddard had nine points in the win.

BY NICHOLAS SULLIVAN

nicholas.sullivan@daily-tribune.com

When the Cartersville boys lost to Woodland on Dec. 1, Kolbe
Benham was still celebrating a berth in the Class 4A football state
championship game. The sophomore and his gridiron teammates
had defeated Marist less than 24 hours prior to the Wildcats escap-
ing with a 57-55 win.

That defeat, coupled with a similarly disappointing loss in the
final regular season game last season, had Benham and his hoops
teammates extremely motivated to keep the Canes from losing
three straight to their Bartow County rival.

“I wanted to help my team win,” Benham said. “We were all
mad that they’ve lost to them twice [in the last two meetings]. We
think we should have won last year and the first time [this season],
so we had to come back here and win.”

And thanks in large part to Benham’s game-high 25 points, that’s
exactly what Cartersville did, controlling the second half to earn a
65-56 home victory Thursday night.

Benham came out of the gates strong in the first quarter, scoring
the first eight points of the game, including two 3-pointers, for the
Canes (4-6). His offensive contribution was a welcome relief, as
Cartersville really struggled shooting the ball over Woodland’s 2-
3 zone.

By the time the first quarter came to an end, the Wildcats (3-10)
held a 15-10 lead after six different players had scored for the vis-
itors. Woodland extended its lead to double-digits in the second
quarter behind the outside shooting of Hunter Johnson, who con-
nected on his first three shots from deep.

Benham helps
Cartersville gain
revenge on ’Cats

Lady Canes edge Woodland
BY NICHOLAS SULLIVAN

nicholas.sullivan@daily-tribune.com

For the second time in nine
days, the Cartersville girls found
a way to land a one-point win
over Bartow County foe, Wood-
land. Thursday’s home win for
the Canes marked the latest tight
affair between the neighbors.

In games like the 32-31 win for
Cartersville on Dec. 18 in the
Rome News-Tribune tournament
and Thursday’s 34-33 triumph at
The Storm Center, every play
made is amplified. And in both
cases, the Canes made more plays
than the Wildcats, when it mat-
tered most.

“That is the key, they made a
couple plays,” Woodland head
coach Kyle Morgan said. “We
missed an assignment here or
there, and they made us pay. We
had some good looks, they just
didn’t go down. Credit to them
for making one more play than
us.”

The biggest of those plays were
made by Cartersville’s Lehla
Thomas. Her scoring drive to the
basket with 22.4 seconds remain-
ing broke a 31-all tie. She added
an insurance free throw with 8.1
seconds before Woodland made a
layup at the buzzer.

“I don’t know,” Cartersville
head coach Cindy Moore said,
when asked how her team pulled
off Thursday’s victory. “I’d like
to say there was some help from
above, but honestly, we just had
some kids make a play when they
needed to.

“The third quarter, we went a
little different look with a 1-3-1
zone. Ariana Cochran did a great
job in the back of the 1-3-1. She
did a great job rebounding. She
had six rebounds and most of
them were in the second half.
Those were huge, not giving them
a second chance. Lehla, we drew
the play up to go to her inside.
She’s hard to stop, because she’s
so strong and athletic. Fortu-
nately, she got the basket to give
us the lead.”

Both teams struggled to buy a
basket early. Woodland (1-11)
benefitted greatly from the out-
side shooting of senior Madgie
Robinson and sophomore Ansley
Evans.

Robinson’s two 3-pointers rep-
resented all of the Wildcats’ first-
quarter points, but the Canes only

produced seven points them-
selves in the opening eight min-
utes. Evans scored all 10 of her

points, including a pair of triples,
in the second quarter to guide
Woodland to a 17-16 halftime
edge.

“Both of them work extremely
hard,” Morgan said. “Both of
them have improved. ... We’re
looking for both of them to be
able to shoot it well for us the
second half of the year.”

The outside shooting and
Woodland’s offense as a whole
dried up in the third quarter, as
Cartersville held a 9-2 scoring ad-
vantage. That’s when Thomas,
who finished with 12 points, got
going, scoring five points apiece
in each of the final two periods.

The Canes held a 28-21 lead
early in the fourth quarter before
the Wildcats rallied to tie the
score. Woodland even took a brief
lead, but Cartersville took its op-
portunities down the stretch to
pull out the win.

“I wish we had been able to
make one play here or one play
there to change the outcome of
the game,” Morgan said, “but in
reality, we didn’t.”

Out of the teams’ five most re-
cent meetings, stretching over the
past two seasons, three have been
decided by two points or fewer.
At this point, it’s more surprising
when the Canes and Wildcats are
locked in a battle all the way until
the final horn.

That’s why it’s so relieving for
whichever coach manages to
come out on top.

“We played them so many
times in the summer and the reg-
ular season,” Moore said. “You
kind of expect that battle back
and forth, because his kids play
so hard. Regardless of the record,
Kyle does a great job. He puts
kids in the right spot. Any time
you run a defense against him, he
has an answer for it. He keeps
them competing — a lot of times
when they’re probably outsized
and out-quicked.

“Our kids were just resilient in
the fourth quarter. I didn’t feel
like our first half was great, but
we’ll take a win any time we can
get it, especially at home and
coming off a two- or three-day
break. … Just a bounce this way
or that way. It could have gone ei-
ther way, but we’re pleased with
the win.”

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Cartersville’s Jamiya Moore goes up for a shot during Tuesday's
home win over Woodland.

RANDY PARKER/DTN
Cartersville’s

Perignon Dyer
completes a

reverse layup
against

Woodland
during Thursday

night’s home
game. Dyer

finished with 15
points in the
Canes’ win.

SEE CANES, PAGE 2B

SEE HOOPS, PAGE 2B
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NATIONAL BASKETBALLASSOCIATION
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB

Toronto 26 10 .722 —
Philadelphia22 13 .629 3½
Boston 20 13 .606 4½
Brooklyn 17 19 .472 9
New York 9 26 .257 16½

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Charlotte 16 17 .485 —
Miami 16 17 .485 —
Orlando 14 19 .424 2
Washington 13 22 .371 4
ATLANTA 9 24 .273 7

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 23 10 .697 —
Indiana 23 12 .657 1
Detroit 16 16 .500 6½
Chicago 9 26 .257 15
Cleveland 8 27 .229 16

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
Houston 18 15 .545 —
San Antonio 19 16 .543 —
Memphis 18 16 .529 ½
Dallas 16 17 .485 2
New Orleans15 20 .429 4

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Denver 21 11 .656 —
OKC 21 12 .636 ½
Portland 19 15 .559 3
Utah 17 18 .486 5½
Minnesota 16 18 .471 6

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

Golden State23 12 .657 —
L.A. Lakers 20 14 .588 2½
L.A. Clippers20 14 .588 2½
Sacramento 18 16 .529 4½
Phoenix 9 26 .257 14

Wednesday's Games
Detroit 106, Washington 95
Phoenix 122, Orlando 120, OT
Brooklyn 134, Charlotte 132, 2OT
Indiana 129, ATLANTA 121
Toronto 106, Miami 104
Memphis 95, Cleveland 87
Minnesota 119, Chicago 94
Dallas 122, New Orleans 119
San Antonio 111, Denver 103
L.A. Clippers 127, Sacramento 118

Thursday's Games
Boston at Houston, late
New York at Milwaukee, late
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, late
Philadelphia at Utah, late
Portland at Golden State, late

Today's Games
Brooklyn at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Washington, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Orlando, 7 p.m.
ATLANTA at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Cleveland at Miami, 8 p.m.

Dallas at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Denver, 9 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

Saturday's Games
Brooklyn at Milwaukee, 5 p.m.
Charlotte at Washington, 7 p.m.
Houston at New Orleans, 7 p.m.

Cleveland at ATLANTA, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Memphis, 8 p.m.
New York at Utah, 8 p.m.
Denver at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Golden State at Portland, 10 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday's Games
Detroit at Orlando, 3:30 p.m.

Chicago at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Miami, 6 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Dallas, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Portland, 9 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.

SPORTSROUNDUP

Home & Away

On the Air

Today
BASKETBALL

Adairsville boys at Christmas Clash, 8:30 p.m.
Adairsville girls at Christmas Clash, 7 p.m.

Cass girls at Christmas Clash at Adairsville, 4 p.m.
Excel boys at Christmas Clash at Adairsville, 2:30 p.m.

WRESTLING
Woodland at Knockout Classic at Osceola (Florida)

Adairsville at Heart of Dixie Invitational, 9 a.m.
Saturday

BASKETBALL
Adairsville boys at Christmas Clash
Adairsville girls at Christmas Clash
Chattooga at Cartersville, 4 p.m.

Cass girls at Christmas Clash at Adairsville
Excel boys at Christmas Clash at Adairsville

WRESTLING
Adairsville at Heart of Dixie Invitational, 9 a.m.

Cartersville at Yellow Jacket Invitational at Rockmart
Cartersville girls at ALX Invitational at Alexander

Woodland at Knockout Classic at Osceola (Florida)
Wednesday

BASKETBALL

Cartersville boys at White County, 5 p.m.
Friday, January 4

BASKETBALL
Adairsville at Ringgold, 7 p.m.

Cartersville at Cedartown, 6 p.m.
Hiram at Cass, 6 p.m.

Excel boys at Christian Heritage, 6 p.m.
Carrollton at Woodland, 6 p.m.

WRESTLING
Cass at Clay County Fairgrounds (Florida), 2 p.m.

Saturday, January 5
BASKETBALL

Central-Carroll at Cartersville, 2:30 p.m.
Villa Rica at Woodland, 6 p.m.

SWIM
Adairsville at Greyhound Invitational, 2:45 p.m.

WRESTLING
Adairsville at Murray Invitational, 9 a.m.

Cartersville at Spartan Duals at South Paulding
Cartersville girls at Women's Queen of the Mountain

at Harris County
Cass at Clay County Fairgrounds (Florida), 9 a.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m. — Illinois-Chicago at Wright State (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Texas-Rio Grande Valley at Texas Tech (FSSO)
8 p.m. — Southern at Marquette (FS1)

NBA BASKETBALL
8 p.m. — Atlanta at Minnesota (FSSE)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

1:30 p.m. — Music City Bowl: 
Purdue vs. Auburn (ESPN)

5:15 p.m. — Camping World Bowl: 
West Virginia vs. Syracuse (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Alamo Bowl: 
Iowa State vs. Washington State (ESPN)

NBA Standings

Cartersville’s Marquail
Coaxum had all six of his points
in the second quarter to minimize
the damage and allow the Canes
to reach halftime down just 32-
27.

“We had a shootaround today
to try to get them out of bed, so I
think that might have helped a lit-
tle bit,” Cartersville head coach
Mike Tobin said.

Benham felt like the extra
work, especially following a few
days off since Friday’s win over
Calhoun, was just what the team
needed.

“We came in early, and that’s
really what helped us all,” Ben-
ham said. “We came in early and
got some shots. ... I think that’s
what helped us.”

The third quarter to saw
Cartersville improve its effort on
the defensive end. After allowing
Johnson to score 13 points before
halftime, the Canes didn’t allow
the senior marksman to find the
bottom of the net in the second
half.

As Woodland searched for
more offensive production,
Cartersville took over behind the
shooting of Perignon Dyer, who
had eight of his 15 points in the
stanza, and a spirited effort from
Benham, who racked up 11
points. 

Most of Benham’s scoring that
period came in the open floor and
helped fuel an 11-0 run a Wood-
land free throw had tied the game
at 38-38.

The Wildcats wound up with
four players in double-figures.
Dawson Wilkins finished with a
team-high 18 points and Jaylen
Ballard and Justice Carter had 10
points each. 

Wilkins and Carter had seven
in fourth quarter, but Woodland
never got closer than five points
in the final period.

While Benham only had two
points in the fourth quarter, one
of his defensive teammates, Ama-
rai Orr, picked up the slack with
six of his 10 points in the stanza.

“I think those guys are going to
play hard no matter what,” Tobin
said of his football guys. “But
Woodland beat us the last two
times at their place, so our guys
were a little fired up about it.”

The former Woodland coach
might have been a little coy about
how badly his team wanted to
avenge its previous losses to the
Wildcats. Benham, though, made
it clear how much this one meant.

“We weren’t losing to them
again,” he said.

Canes
FROM PAGE 1B

Bucs, Falcons not content with playing out string
BY FRED GOODALL

AP Sports Writer

Dirk Koetter doesn’t think it benefits
him or the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to
wonder what might have been.

Win or lose Sunday’s season finale
against NFC South-rival Atlanta, the
Bucs (5-10) will miss the playoffs for the
11th straight year.

The Falcons (6-9) have had a tough go
of it, too, though they do have a shot at
ending their disappointing season on a
three-game winning streak.

The performance of both teams has
been impacted by injuries, but inconsis-
tent play has been a factor, too.

“You can’t play the ‘what if’ game,”
said Koetter, who’ll soon learn if he has
accomplished enough in three seasons to
keep his job.

The Bucs have the NFL’s No. 1-ranked
passing attack despite Jameis Winston
beginning the season serving a three-
game suspension for violating the NFL’s
personal conduct policy and then strug-
gling to hold onto his starting job.

The defense has performed better, too,
since Koetter fired ex-Falcons coach
Mike Smith as defensive coordinator in
October. Still, he insists it serves no good
purpose to second-guess whether he
waited too long to make the move.

“I do not play the ‘what if’ game, ever,
because it doesn’t do any good,” Koetter
reiterated. “You can’t change what’s al-
ready done.”

Quinn led Atlanta to the Super Bowl
just two years ago. The Falcons lost sev-
eral key starters on defense early, and in-
jured running back Devonta Freeman
appeared in only two games before being
placed on injured reserve.

A five-game losing streak ruined the
prospect of rallying for a playoff berth,
however Matt Ryan led victories over
Arizona and Carolina the past two weeks

and a victory Sunday would enable the
Falcons to finish on a positive note.

“I’m really proud of the fight of our
team. I think they have demonstrated re-
solve and leadership when things are at
their hardest,” Quinn said.

“I think what I told them, all of this
will serve a higher purpose in the end,”
the Falcons coach added. “Through the
years, I’ve seen when that’s not the case,
and it’s tough to get it back, but this team
fights. We’ve never backed off.”

The Bucs have lost three straight, 10 of
13 overall following a 2-0 start with Ryan

Fitzpatrick filling in during Winston’s
suspension.

Winston regained his starting job only
to be benched and re-inserted into the
lineup again. The No. 1 overall pick from
the 2015 draft has thrown for nine TDs
vs. three interceptions over his last six
games — five of them starts.

Koetter, who’s 19-28 since taking over
the Bucs in 2016, said his sole focus is on
putting the Bucs in the best position pos-
sible to be successful against Atlanta.

“We’re in the same situation the Fal-
cons are in. These guys are all pros.

These guys (are) all getting paid to do a
job and they’re always being evaluated,
whether it be by me or by the GM (Jason
Licht) or by ownership or by other teams
around the league,” Koetter said. “I don’t
think you can ever let your guard down
in the NFL.”

Some things to know about the Falcons
and Bucs matchup:

WINSTON’S FUTURE?
The Bucs face a number of potentially

tough decisions in the upcoming offsea-
son, including whether Winston is the
team’s quarterback of the future. The

fourth-year pro is due to earn nearly $21
million next season, although it’s only
guaranteed in the event of injury.

While Winston has shared playing time
with Fitzpatrick, who’s 2-5 as the starter
this season, No. 3 quarterback Ryan Grif-
fin is expected to be active against the
Falcons. Griffin has been a backup in the
NFL for five years, but has never taken a
snap in a regular-season game.

“I think Ryan Griffin is a really good
quarterback. He tears it up in practice
every day, but he’s never gotten a chance
to prove it in a real game,” Koetter said,
adding he’d like to play him “if the op-
portunity presents itself.”

COULD BE HIS TIME
Falcons running back Brian Hill might

get the bulk of the work with Tevin Cole-
man nursing a groin injury. Hill capital-
ized on his chance in last week’s win at
Carolina, averaging nearly 8 yards a carry
before breaking free for a 60-yard gain on
the next-to-last play. Hill, a fifth-round
draft pick two years ago, is in his second
stint with the team. He’s getting a long
look with Freeman out for most of the
season and Ito Smith sidelined since
Week 15.

ALL ABOUT THE BALL
Quinn is grateful his defense is show-

ing again that it can create takeaways.
The Falcons were plus-2 for the season

after winning at Washington to improve
to 4-4, but they didn’t show life again
until the playoffs were out of reach. De-
spite having a plus-5 turnover margin in
the last two games, the defense didn’t re-
cover a fumble until Week 13. Safety Da-
montae Kazee has six interceptions to tie
for third in the NFL, but the rest of the
team has combined for just eight.

“That part, over the last two games, has
come alive and felt more like we’d like it
to,” Quinn said. “It’s been an area that’s
directly impacted our record more so than
any other.”

JASON E. MICZEK/AP
Atlanta Falcons head coach Dan Quinn, right, argues a call during the first half of an NFL football game against the
Carolina Panthers in Charlotte, North Carolina, Sunday. 

BY STEVE MEGARGEE

AP Sports Writer

Tennessee and Auburn shared the South-
eastern Conference regular-season champi-
onship last year and head into league
competition as prime contenders for the title
again.

The No. 3 Volunteers (10-1) and 12th-
ranked Tigers (10-2) are the SEC’s highest-
ranked teams with league play starting Jan.
5.

This is an unfamiliar situation for both
teams.

Auburn made its first NCAA Tournament
appearance since 2003 last year, while Ten-
nessee was a surprise co-champion after
being picked to finish 13th out of 14 teams
in the league standings. This year, both have
dealt with much higher preseason expecta-
tions.

“You have your number in front of your

university’s name and that becomes a red-
letter game for everybody to build their re-
sume,” Tennessee coach Rick Barnes said.
“Last year we had to deal with some of that,
but what we didn’t deal with until this year
is all the talk throughout the summer, fall, all
that. I look back and these guys have done a
good job” of dealing with it.

Neither Auburn nor Tennessee has ever
won back-to-back SEC men’s basketball ti-
tles.

Tennessee’s only loss season was an over-
time decision against No. 5 Kansas in the
NIT Season Tip-Off at Brooklyn, New York.
Auburn lost to No. 1 Duke in the Maui Invi-
tational and also fell at No. 20 North Car-
olina State last week.

Of course, No. 16 Kentucky (9-2) once
again looms as a major threat. Although the
Wildcats’ string of three straight SEC regu-
lar-season titles ended last year, they did win
a fourth straight SEC Tournament crown.

Kentucky showed its potential Saturday in
an 80-72 victory over No. 14 North Carolina.

“I think it’s big-time just because how
hard we’ve been working in practice,” Ken-
tucky guard Tyler Herro said after the North
Carolina game. “I think we’re seeing that
payoff game by game. We’re getting better
each game.”

No. 19 Mississippi State seems intent on
making the same kind of impact Auburn and
Tennessee did last season. The Bulldogs re-
turned their top six scorers from a team that
reached the NIT semifinals last season, and
they’ve responded by winning 11 of their
first 12 games.

“Bottom line is that is preparing us for
what is the most important, which is the
SEC,” Mississippi State coach Ben Howland
said after a victory over Wofford last week.
“Every night the SEC is going to be a mon-
ster. There are no breaks. Every game is dif-
ficult.”

her two six-point periods, as the
Tigers kept the Eagles from trim-
ming the deficit to single digits at
30-19.

After a quiet first half, Wash-
ington was unstoppable in the
third quarter, finishing with 11
points in the stanza. A continued
strong team performance on the
defensive end allowed Adairsville
to take a healthy 51-31 lead into
the fourth quarter.

Washington led the Tigers with
19 points, and Applin wound up
16.

Adairsville advances to the
semifinals to face Southside out
of Gadsden, Alabama, at 7 p.m.
today for a spot in the champi-
onship game.

Hoops
FROM PAGE 1B

Tennessee, Auburn contenders again
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EARN $600 to $700 Per Month
Working 2 TO 3 Hours Each Night

Apply In Person

251 S. Tennessee Street

Join the Newspaper Delivery Team 
at The Daily Tribune News!

Tribune Newspaper Delivery Routes pay as
much as $15 per hour, depending on the route.
Carriers must have dependable transportation

and a valid drivers license

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Card of Thanks007

Lost & Found011

LOST YOUR DOG OR CAT?
Stop by the Bartow County Animal Shelter at

50 Ladds Mountain Road off Burnt Hickory Rd.

Notice013

Apartments for Rent030

Duplex For Rent035

REAL ESTATE: SALES

Warehouse Space for Rent115

HELP WANTED

Construction235

Security306

General350

MERCHANDISE

Cemetery Lots502

AUTOMOTIVE

Autos For Sale600

Autos For Sale600
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Email photo & ad text to:
classifieds@daily-tribune.com

or come by 251 S. Tennessee St., Cartersville

Call 770-382-4545
For More Information or To Place Your Ad

HThese Specials Are Available To Dealers H

2 weeks WITH A PICTURE AND TEXT AS LOW AS
$39.00

3 months WITH A PICTURE AND TEXT AS LOW AS
$47.00
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BYCHARLES ODUM
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — Michigan proba-
bly will need more than one running
back to replace Karan Higdon in
Saturday’s Peach Bowl against
Florida.

The leadership void left by Hig-
don’s exit may be even more diffi-
cult to fill.

“Karan was our guy, our offen-
sive leader, and we all kind of fol-
lowed him,” quarterback Shea
Patterson said Thursday of Higdon,
the team’s leading rusher and offen-
sive captain.

Higdon is one of No. 8 Michi-
gan’s four draft-eligible players
who chose to skip the Peach Bowl
to begin preparations for the NFL
draft. No players for No. 10 Florida
have said they are bypassing the
bowl game.

Michigan senior right tackle
Juwann Bushell-Beatty and two
juniors, defensive end Rashan Gary
and linebacker Devin Bush, also are
missing the game.

“It was definitely fun, a big honor
to play with those guys,” Patterson
said. “... We’re just focused on our-
selves right now, and I think with
our mindset, that we’re all we’ve

got, we’re all we need. I don’t think
there’s any other way to go about
that.”

The good news for the Wolver-
ines last week was Patterson’s con-
firmation that he’ll be back in 2019
for his senior season.

“I don’t know if it was a deci-
sion,” Patterson said. “I think it was
just an announcement.”

Patterson, the Mississippi trans-
fer, said he wants to enjoy another
season at Michigan.

“I definitely just got a taste of it
this year with my teammates and
my coaches, and I couldn’t have
been more happy to come back for
one more,” he said.

The NFL decisions by the four
Michigan players made the bowl
game a 2019 audition for their re-
placements. Depth chart adjust-
ments were necessary for Michigan
(10-2).

“It’s already kind of created that
look-ahead aspect, where the guys
that maybe wouldn’t have got as
much opportunity in the game are
all excited,” said senior defensive
lineman Chase Winovich.

Chris Evans, a junior, may lead
Michigan’s running back commit-
tee that also is expected to include
Tru Wilson and Christian Turner.

Higdon was the clear leader with
1,178 yards rushing and 10 touch-
downs. Evans, second on the team
with 403 yards and four touch-
downs, now feels more responsibil-
ity as the team’s most experienced
running back.

Evans said Higdon left with some
parting words of advice.

“Yeah, just make sure that I lead
the room and just do what I do and
let everything come to me and if I
need anything to let him know,”
Evans said Wednesday.

One year after finishing 4-7 and
out of the bowl picture, Florida (9-
3) is trying to cap a season of dra-
matic improvement. The lure of
again having a bowl trip to enjoy
may have helped players push back
any NFL decisions.

Florida running back Jordan
Scarlett, a fourth-year junior, said
Thursday he put off any NFL
thoughts until after the bowl game.

“I haven’t been focused on that,”
Scarlett said. “I was focusing on the
season.... Probably after this game
I’ll make decisions. Sit down, talk
with my parents and stuff like that.”

Michigan adjusts
to decisions by 4 to
skip Peach Bowl
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